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Information Division Munitions Building 
Air Corps January <5, 1932, Washincton, D.C. 











The chief purpose of this ~wblication is to distribute information on aero- 
nautics to the flying personnel in the Regular Army, Reserve Corps, National 
Guard, and others connected with aviation. 

Publishers are authorized to reprint material aspearing in this sublication. 
———000——— 


RESUME OF MATERIEL DIVISION ENGINEERING ACTIVITIES FOR 1931 


Ry Majer C.W. Howard, Air Corps, 
Chicf Ingineer, Materiel Division. 

4\: URING 1931, the Materiel Division has seen a slight curtailment of its 
original research program, since a larger portion of its effort has been 
expended on experimental projects coming frou the aircraft manufacturers. 

This is explained by the ado»tion of a new policy in connection with experiment- 

al airplanes and engines. The industry is furnishing without immediate cost to 

the Government both complete airplanes and engines. The Division acts in an ad- 
visory capacity wp until the time the airplane or engine is delivered for test. 

This system has the advantage over the old policy of contracting directly for 

an experimental airplane or engine in that it allows the projects to start at 

least one year earlier. It also has the advantage in utilizing and directing a 

large number of trained engineers throughout the aeronautical industry to mili- 

tary developments. An analysis ef the expeacivare of lebor charge for personnel 

allotted to the Engineering Section shows the following: 
Work in connection with exzerimental articles from the aeronautical 


industry: - 1930 ~ 26% 1931 - 38% 
Research, exvorimental and develoyment projects carried on at Wright Field: 
1930 - 40% 1931 - 27% 
Engineering in connection with service test projects: 
1930 - 6.25% 1931 - 6% 


Engineering in connection with standard equipment, which includes airplanes, 

engines,and their accessories,administered by Frocuroment Section of this Divisioit 
1930 - 26% 1931 - 25% 

Engineering on unsatisfactery performance reports submitted through Field 
Service Section; 

1930 ~ 1.6% 1931 = 4% 

It will thus be seen that under the direct supervision cf the Chief of Divi- 
sion, the Chief Engineer is charged with all projects involving technical control 
and administration. This involves the preparation and execution of experimental 
and service test programs; prevaration of engineering data of various categories 
for circulation to manufacturers and Service activities, including specifications 
for airplanes, engines, and their accessories, as well as lighting equipment for 
airdromes, motor vehicle transportation peculiar to the needs of the Air Corps, 
and numerous minor projects not associating directly with the building of planes. 

The experimental articles obtained from the industry include primarily air- 
planes and engines, but there are certain accessories that the Division can draw 
upon the manufacturers for, such as propellers, navigation instruments, engine 
instruments, and various items that have a commercial as well as a military appli- 
cation, The work cf the Engineering Section on these items include planning, en- 
gineering supervision and administration, the preparation of specifications and 
requirements, the testing, and in many cases tne redesign of the completed 
article. In the case of the experimental airplane, the general specification mst 
first be approved. ‘his is a document that transmits to the manufacturer any en- 
fineering detail, and the requirements cf the Service as covered by the Directive 
initiated in the Office of the Chief of the Air Corps. The stress analysis has to 
check, and individual cravings must be aporoved before the airplane is submitted 
for test. Upon receipt.of the airplane at the Division it undergoes what might 
be termed an X-ray analysis by a score cf specialists. This is followed by the 
actual performance testing of the airplane. The same procedure applies to 
engines, propellers, and accessories. 

There are numerous Experimental and Service Test airplanes on cur books. 
These are in various stages of development and test. A few of them, such as cer- 
tain Pursuit and Primary Training types; will die in the embryo stage. In some 
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instances the types are basically identical exce,»i for power plant and equipment. 
Examples of this are the X0-35 (Douglas) and 7 (Douglas), the XA~9 and YPe24 
(Lockheed Attack and Pursuit) and the FPT-9 (Stearman), 10 (Verville), and 11 
(Consolidated) with various engine combinations, but we mast assign each a Type 
Number and designation in order to maintain the necessary engineering records of 
test and design data. From this amazing list of airplanes that have come from 
the industry as a result of direct Government purchases, the Air Corps has a 
group of airplanes that are nov in the service test stage and uncer actual con- 
struction that are outstanding both from a stand»oint of their vresent actual 
performance with existing engines and from their notential possibilities when 
the present engines are renlaced with those that are now under develomment and 
which have lagged behind the airplanes for rhich they are intended. This posi- 
tion in regard to the airplanes themselves will enable us to devote a creat deal 
more attention to refinements and meintenance vroblems this coming year than we 
have been able to do in the past. That is, I now can definitely state that we 
are through the transition stage from wood to metal. We now have all-metal 
structures to refine that are as far in advance of the Curtiss O-l and O~2 as 
those airplanes were in advance of the DH-4 in 1925. Among the airplanes now un- 
dergoing construction for service test are the following: 

The YP-24 (Lockheed) is a lowwing all-ietal mondplane. Under certain con- 
ditions and using certain methods of rating performance, this airplane is consi- 
dered to be the fastest two-seater airvlane in the world, notwithstanding the 
fact that it is powered with a direct drive, non-supercharged engine. With the 
same engine installation and the addition of the side type supercharger,a still 
greater provortional increese in performance may be exvected of the YP-24 up to 
and including all eltitudes at which it will be called upon to function. 

It is apvropriate at this time to mention the fact that there are several 
methods of “attaining the maximum" in airvlane verformance. It is the practice 
of one nation to rate their woes ti and design their propellers for a normal and 
maximum r.p.m. ‘This maximum rvp.m. (called by some ‘the "Super-max") can only be 
utilized for »,eriods not sxsadating 5 minutes in level flight. Again, if it is 
desired to use the rated horsepower nf the engine in the climb, the propeller 
pitch is increased, and an increased climb performance results. Several miles 
per hour in cruising speed in level flight may be tims sacrificed. The increased 
pitch results in an increase in airslane specd in level flight; the engine racing 
with a loaded propeller undergoes such stresses that it is unwise to kee) it at 
full throttle for more than several minutes at a time. 

To return to our airplane classification,- the YP-16 (Beliner-Joyce) is a 
two-place Pursuit of conventional structure, and the first service test article 
will come out with the direct drive, non-supercharzed V-1570 engine. Later, these 
engines will be ecuipped with the side type supercharger, os rentaceé¢ by . an en~ 
tire new engine of slightly larger piston displacement end power. 

The P-l2-E (Boeing) is a refinement of the P-12D and differs only in the 
fuselage construction,which is metal monocoque. The P-12F will be used to service 
test the SR-1340, P & W "Wasp" engine vith a 14:1 gear ratio on the supercharged 
blower which will increase the optimum altitude of the airplane from 7,000 feet to 
10,000 feet. Concerning this airslane ve can. without challenge, state that it 
. has the highest rate of climb and is faster .uen any single-seater air-cooled 
Pursuit type in the world. i anaeel 

There is also a F-12D now under test with a geared SR-1340E engine. The ad~ 
vantage of the geared propeller has been definitely proved abroad and in some in~ 
Stallations here at the Division. However, it now appears we have a vroblem of 
propeller design before us in apolying it to the Fel2. Tests indicate a loss of 

20% of the rate of climb with little or no gain in high speed with propeller blade 
settings that develop the rated eugine horsevower in level flight. 

The F-6E (Curtiss) which is a refinement of the P-6 is in the same category 
as the P-l2E (Boeing). It is simply a standard typo with a few refinements. Pro-~ 
vision is being made for the installation of the side type supercharger which will 
enable it to meet the requirements for a high-speed, high-altitude, single~vlace 
Pursuit airplane. This will be followed shortly by the XP-235 which is now under 
construction and is similar to the B-6E except for a geared engine. 

The XO-36 (Douglas) is now at the Division. This is the sister ship to the 
Be? (Douglas) except for geared engines. The service test articles will have a 
smooth skin fuselage, and it is possible that the gull wing will be replaced by a 


Strai.nt wing. Wind tunnel tests are now in progress and it is hoped to gain an 
increase in speed. 
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A service test quantity of the YO-31's (Dougias) will be ready early this 
coming year. Like the YO-35 (Douglas), they will have the smooth skin fuselage 
coverins which, with other minor changes over the airplane now at the Division, \ 
should increase performance. On the other hand, the 0-51 (Douglas) was laid ] 
down around a 600-h.». engine, and with the thought of an engine developing 700 
h.p., so that it can be expected to obtain the same increase in performance 
with this series as we have with the O-l sevics through minor refinements and 
increase in power, 

The outstanding development for military airplanes is the B-9 (Boeing). Two | 
of these airplanes are now on the flying line undergoing performance tests with 
a view to obtaining data upon which the final decision for the power plant can 
be made, This is a case ~ho.v the geared, Prestone-cooled V engine is pitted 
against a worthy opponent. The Pratt & Whitnoy "Hornet" in one of these airplanes 
is geared and supercharged, and the preliminary high speed run gave astounding 
results when compared with the performance of the following foreig planes, whose 
speeds are quoted for your information. The Ite’ians have a heavy Bomber with a 
high speed of aporoximately 140 m.p.h., while the British and French standard 
Bombers with similar bomb loads are in the 110 m.p.h. range. The Vickers Company 
in England has a Bomber with fully supercharged Rolls-Royce Kestrels, which is in 
the experimental stage, which has a high speed of 137 m.p.h. at 10,000 feet, and 
Boulton & Paul's latest model of the Sidestrand, with fully supercharged Bristol 
air-cooled engines, has a high speed of 167 in.p.h. at. 11,000 feet, The B9 is 
manufactured by the Boeing Company; is all metal, has a retractable landing gear 
and many novel features. 

The service test Training airplanes have all proven to be a great improvement 
over the PI-l, two new types being especially satisfactory - the YPI-1l (Consoli- 
dated) and the YP1-10 (Verville). ‘The matter of a suitable power plant, however, 
has complicated this development. The original idea was to use a low powered 7 
cheap engine. All available engines of the 150-horsepower class were tested, but 
none have proved satisfactory to the Training Center. This was partly due to in- 
herent characteristics of the engines and partly due to the fact that light com- 
mercial trainers which would give the desired rate of climb with a 150-h.p. engine 
were unsuitavle for use as military trainers. mgines of 200 h.»p. (Kinners and 
Lycomings) were recently installed in these airplanes, and the final selection of 
an engine will be made at an early date. 

It is the policy to depend upon commercial types for Transport purposes, and 
there are a number of these airplanes on service test. The most promising of 
these is the Fairchild 100, reworked for the Air Corps by the American Airvlane 
and Engine Corporation. The Ford has also been accepted by the Service as meeting 
requirements. Experience with Training and Transport airplanes indicate that the 
application of commercial types for military purposes is extremely limited, nor is 
it likely that these would be successfully converted in emergency to combat types. 

For Attack the Division has a service test order of an XA~8 (Curtiss). ‘This 
airplane has met the requirements of the Speciftcstion in practically every re- 
spect. From a technical standpoint it is difficult to draw definite conclusions 
as to the merits of slots and flaps. ‘The XA~9 (Lockheed), a sister ship to the i 
YP~24, will not have them, so that there will be an opportunity for comparisons. 
The XA~9 is coming out direct as a service test article owing to its similarity to 
the YP-24. This development represents a record in the time required for the con- 
ception and design of an experimental and service test article. 

Experimental work on power plants other than that connected with a groun of 
engines procured for service test has been largely limited to devices and accesso- 
ries. Development of a 1,000-h.p. engine, however, has been prosecuted. Many of 
the service test engines are designed for the use ef Prestcne for cooling, and 
incorporate centrifugal superchargers. 

The fuel injection system, a means of increasing both the power and efficiency 
of conventional engines, make it possible to do away with the carburetor entirely. 

This project has progressed very satisfactorily from a technical standpoint and is 
still under test on both air-cooled and liquid-cooled engines. 

The development cf special fuel is being continued, with the object of devel- 
oping substitutes for tetra-ethyl lead. It is gratifying to be able to announce if 
that our expectations in connection with the acceptance of special fuel by the 








. commercial industry is far more than we had eniicicated. Certain of the aircraft : 


corporations engaging in transport service have installed "Imock-testing" equip- i 
ment and are specifying fuel of mich higher rating than a year ago. ‘The refiners j 
are, on their own initiative, specifying a minimum limit of mock rating which 
corresponds to the best fuel obtainable two years ago. If you will notice, fill- 
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ing stations advertise 72 octane fuel for automobiles. We have not tested thege 
products, but at least it is very encoura ing for the Division to see its work 
in this connection reflected in the automobile industry as well as the aircraft e 
industry, for in a time of emergency it will be a tremendous advantage. In this 
connection, it is to be noted that leading «~>*:2 manvfecturers in Great Britain 
and France have gone on record stating they cannot possibiy compete with the en- 
gine development in America unless they go to ethyl fuel. 

Considerable attention is bein: directed to the possibility of substituting | 
battery ignition for magneto ignition, as an analysis of unsatisfactory perform- 
ance reports and experiene with equipment during the amual maneuvers point to 
the macneto as causing more trouble than any other single item of equipment. 
Moreover, the use of radio on vractically all types cf airplanes and the more ex- 
tensive use of supercharged engines, the requirement for night flyiag equipment, 
and electric starters, all require a source of Cirect current. 

A new type of fuel pump has been developed and tested and is being specified 
for airplanes now being built on current contracts. ‘This pump (Romec) is adapted 
to remote drive, thereby making possible an installation that will insure gravity 
feed to the inlet in many airplanes and a minimum lift-in all cases. 

It is desired to reduce the size of Prestone radiators. For years it has 
been the practice to use a core depth not exceeding nine inches. With higher 
speeds and greater temperature differences it appears feasible to reduce the 
cross section area by increasing the devth of the core but first it is necessary 
to obtain tubes of greater lengths, as this product has long deen manufactured : 
best to meet the requirements of the automobile. During the past few months the ; 
entire industry has been circularized,with the resuit that the desired proauct 
will soon be forthcoming. 

Evaporative cooling for water-cooled engines has become an actuality in 
England which has resvlted in a saving in weight and flat plate area in the order 
of 20 percent. This is being given serious consideration in the Division. 

Ranmming manifolds, which make possible the transformation »f velocity to 
pressure on high speed airplanes, are being designed for many of the experimental 
and service test airplanes. This affects the carburetor settings, however, so 
that a new setting has to be worked out for 771 2astallation. 

The effect of oil viscosity on »viston sticking and oil cooling is being 
studied in view of using oils of lower viscosity than are now used, There are 
many minor investigations which include fuel lines, engine controls, and various 
accessories in addition to the calibration and testing of engines. The refriger- | 
ation installation in the Toreor Plant which is nearing completion will make pos- |. 
sible the testing cf supercharged engines under the same condition of tempera- 
ture and pressure as encountered at high altitudes. 

Under materials and processes the Division has a new carburetor alloy that 
is practically immune from the white powdery devosits that have caused so much 
trouble in carburetor screens in the past. Investigations of the fatigue 
resistance of propeller alloys at both normal and sub-zero temperatures have re- 
sulted indirectly in improving the quality of our propellers. 

The funds allocated to the development of equipment and aircraft accessories 
are being devoted mostly to the problem of navigation equipment. Blind flying 
instruments and equipment for foz landing constitute the most important projects 
of the Ecuipment Branch. ‘There is, of course, the continuation of night photo~ 
graphy projects, projects in connection with the refinement and improvement of 
the present seat-type varachute and flying clothing. 

1e Sperry artificial horizon and the gyrca compass were inherited from the 
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Guggenheim researches. ‘These instruments have been under test for over a year and. | 
are now being released as standard. This equipment has not reached the stage of 
perfection desired, but it is felt that more rapid progress can be made toward the 
elimination of faults by giving it to the Service at this time. 

For foe landing there are the sonic altimeter and the sensitive altimeter, 
the latter a development of the conventional type altimeter which may be useful 
for landing through fog on an airport when the ground barometer reading is trans~- 
mitted to the airplane by radio. This instrument also may be useful for precision | 
bombing and photography. For airdrome instc/istion the Toth system is progressing 
satisfactorily. A model has been completed and tests so far have shown that the 
inventor's claims can be substantiated. A full-scale installation is under way. 

For radio there are now three command sets,- Western Electric, R.F.L., and 
the SCR-167. ‘he latter is a receiver only. The two former sets provide for both 
transmitting and receiving, with a total weight of less than 50 lbs., including 
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power supply. ‘The Western Electric and the R.F.L, can be used for picking up 

weather reports by the insertion of a special coil. The SCR-167 has sufficient 
range of kilocycles to permit picking uy commercial stations. The range in \ 
miles with the command set is in the order of 50 miles under favorable condi- 
tions. The requirement is 15 miles. 

The new B-10 two-niece flying suit is a distinct advance over anything we 
have had in the past. _ 

Controllaole witch Frovellers are under service test and results are pro- 
mising. ‘There are in addition the Automatic propellers in which the pitch angle 
is automatically set. The advantages of the reduction propeller gear on air- 
craft performance has been shown to be in ths range of 8 and 10 miles per hour 
for certain types of airplane. Owing to the reduction of propeller speeds, how- 
ever, the propeller diameter or the mumber of blades from two to three must be 
increased. This introduces the problem of increase in weight, to meet which 
magnesium alloy and hollov steel blades have been under development. The magne- 
sium alloys most suitable for this »urpose have been found in Germany, but it is 
expected that our domestic manufacturers will meet the quality of the German 
product within the year. 

In addition to the work on propellers, the Aircraft Branch is carrying on 
the stressed~skin all-metal wins development which will form the basis of wing 
design on two of the new experimental airpl:~«*. 

Stainless steel structures are being iuvestigated in view of adapting the i 
spot welding process to the fabrication of these structures. There are develop- 
ments on skis, wheels, and tires. The streamline tire has been shown to have My 
considerable merit. On the 0-31, tests indicate that with this type of tire and 
wheel the pants with which this airolane is equipped can be removed without an 
appreciable loss in speed. ‘The gain in speed, by the way, due to pants or 
streamline on wheels is in the order of 3 to 6 miles per hour for airplanes with 
a high speed in excess of 150 miles per hour. 

All work pertaining to unsatisfactory performance reports has been placed 
on first priority during this last year, and it is believed that this policy, 
together with the diligent effort toward the improvement of airplanes, power 
plants and accessories, must lead to noticeably improved equipment throughout the 
Air Corps in the year to come. . 
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GENERAL FOULOIS TAKES OATH OF OFFICE AS AIR CORPS CHIEF 


The pioneer’ Army aviator who, over twenty years ago, when a Lieutenant in 

the Signal Corps, practically learned the art of flying by himself, is now Chief 

of the Army Air Corss ~ Major General. Benjamin D. Foulois. The press of the 

country, touching on General Foulois' recent appointment to succeed General. 

Fechet, were unanimous in the thoucht that it was particularly fitting that this 

veteran flyer, who grew up with Army aviation, should be the leader of the Air (] 

Corps. $ i 
General Foulois, whose military history is well !movwm to Army personnel as ' 

well as to those interested in aviation, took his oath cf office as Chief of the 

Air Corps on December 22, 1931. In extending to Generad, Foulois his best wishes 

for a successful tour of duty as chief of t™.o Tincst coros in the world, the 

Hon. F. Trubee Davison, Assistant Secretary of War for Aeronautics, remarked that 

he felt perfectly confident that under the General's inspiring leadership the 

Air Corps would be one of the lending factors in the country's national defense. 
General Foulois, expressing his appreciation to Mr. Davison for his good 


‘wishes, stated: "I wish to acsure you that I shall endeavor in the next four 


years to live up to the regutation that has been established by my predecessor 
and give to you and the Army loyal and efficient service. It shall be my endeavor 
at all tines to work to mild up the Air Corys in the interests of the national 
defense and make it a credit to the Army and worthy of the high ideals which have 4 
inspired our Army pilots." { 
It goes without saying that the entire Air Corns feels that the General will 
do his utmost to live up to his "vlatforn" and that they extend to him their best ‘ 
wishes for a successful tour of duty as their Chief. 
---000--- i 
The 91st Squadron, Criss; Field, Celif., is now entirely equipped with 
0-25C's, the last ones having; just recently been received from the bouglas Plant i 


at Santa Monica, Calif, Practically all defects present in the 0-25a's were re- 
medied in the new ships, and all pilots in the Squadron swear by the "C's." 
wane V-6227, A.C. I 
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Two cutstanding acts of valor performed 
by Army Air Corps personnel during 1931 
were of such a high order and equally 
meritorious that the Board of Air 
Corps officers, convened to make re- 
commendations as to the disposition 
' of the Cheney Award for that year, 
reached the decision that it be 
given to tro heroes of military 
aviation activities ~ to tie late 
Lieut. Robert D. Moor (posthumously) 
and to Private John B. Smith. 

The conduct of Lieut. Moor was 
that of "noblesse oblige" of an offi- 
cer pilot toward an enlistec. passenger 





Lieut. Moor, disregarding his own safety, 


7 for his passenger to jump with his parachute 
but too late to save himself. 

With Private Smith it was a case of loyalty and devotion towards an officer 
of his service. Trapped in the turning wreckage of a crashod plane, the helpless 
pilot was released therefrom only through tic vuliunt efforts of this enlisted 
man, who slid headfirst into the blazing cockvit and unfastened the pilot's shoe 
which was tightly wedged in the rudder bar. | 

Each year the Cheney Award is given the officer or enlisted man of the Regu- 
lar Army Air Corps or Air Corps Reserve performing the outstanding act of valor, 
or extreme fortitude or self-sacrifice, in a humanitarian interest in connection 
with flying. The award consists of a »laque, a certificate of award,and a sub- 
stantial cash contribution or other gift or gifts at the discretion of the Board. 

Established in 1927 in memory of lst Lt. Wm. H. Cheney, Air Service, killed 
in an air collision at Foggia, Italy, Jan. 20, 1913, announcement of the award 
is made each year on that anniversary. The donors of the award fund are Mrs. 
Mary L. Scoficld,of Peterboro, N.H.,and Mrs. Thomas W. (Ruth Cheney) Streeter, of 
Morristom, N.J.,mother and sister, respectively, of the late Lieut. Cheney. 

The specific acts performed during the past year which the Board considered 
as meriting the Cheney Award were as follows; 

Lieut. Robert D. Moor, Air Corys, en duty as Regular Army Instructor of the 
Michigan National Guard Air Unit, was leadinz @ 3-ship formation, Aug. 235, 1931, 
when a sudden "bump" of air caused one of these planes to strike. Lieut. Moor's 
plane, disabling the teil group and throwin; it partially out of control. The 
shock of the collision threw the enlisted passenger down into the cockpit. When 
he regained consciousness he was dazed and frightened. Repeatedly ordered by 
Lieut. Moor to jump, the passenger finally did so when the plane was at an alti- 
tude of only several hundred feet. With the less of weight in the tail of the 
plane, it started diving to the ground. It was then too late for Lieut. Moor 
to escape the crash. The passenger landed safely with his parachute. ‘The colli- 
Sion eccurred at an altitude sufficiently hich to have enabled Lieut. Moor to 
make a safe parachute jump had he elected to leave his passenger to his fate, 

For this act of self-sacrifice, Lieut. Moor was recently awarded the Dis- 
tinguished Flying Cross posthumously. The Uicuey Avard plaque and the citation 
certificate will be presented to his next of kin, his mother, Mrs. Agnes W.Moor, 
of Holland, Ohio. . In pursuance to a previously expressed wish by her, a modest 
memorial will be erected to her son's memory. 


” Private John B. Smith, Army Serial No. 6360521, then a member of the 90th 
Attack Squadron at Fort Crocictt, Texas, was worling on January 27, 1961, in the 
target supply house as a member of the target range detail, when he observed a 
low-flying airplane approaching towards the building. Shouting a warning to two 
fellow soldiers working with him, he escaped from the milding as the airplane 
Crashed into it and then fell to the ground, bursting into flames. The observer 
an the plane was thrown out, but the vilot, Lie:t. C.W. Ceusey, Air Corps Res., 
Was unconscious and still in his cocicpit. Altnough dazed through being struck 
oy flying debris and injured when an ammunition box dropped on his foot, Frivate 
Smith went to the pilot's rescue. Finding that the pilot's shoe was jammed in 
the radder, Smith slid into the cockpit and unfastened it. ‘The pilot's 
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clothes were already ablaze. C.uith and one cf his companions then lifted the 
still unconscious pilot from the wreckage. For this act he was awarded the 
Soldier's Mecal last July. He is nov a member of Flight "B," 16th Observation ; 
Squadron, at Fort Benning, Ga. His home is at Winnfield, La. Besides the | 
plaque and the citation, he will be given a substantial award of cash. 
There. was ne Cheney Award made for 1930, as the several acts of heroism 
for that year in conaection with military aviation did not. measure up to the 
standard of »revious acts for which the award had been made. Previous winners 
of the award were Master Ser,eant Harry Chapman, for conspicuous bravery in 4 
the airship "Roma" disaster of February, 1921, this award, the first made, being 
in 1927. In 1928, Lieut. Uzal C. Int received the avard for his heroism during 
the National Elimination Balloon Races when he rode dow a burning balloon,after 
it had been struck by lightning, in an attempt to save his companion, Lieut.Paul 


Evert. In 1929, Lieut. Wm. A. Matheny received the award for rescuing a com 


‘panion, Lieut. Dwight Canfield, from the burning wreckage of their bombing plane 


which had crashed in the Nicaraguan jungles while enroute to Panama. 
ae ~--000~——~ 


COLSL WESTOVER RECEIVES PROMOTION 


Lieut.-Colonel Oscar Westover, Air Corns, was avpointed Assistant Chief of 
the Air Corps with the ran’s of Brigadier-General for four years beginning Janu- 
ary 13, 1932, with rank from December 22, 1931, to fill the vacancy created 
through the retirement of Major-General James E. Fechet as Chief of the Air 
Corps and the appointment of Brigadier-General Benjamin D. Foulois as Major- 
General andi Chief of the Aix Corps. General Westover has been relieved from 
duty as instructor at the Command and Generel Staff School, Fort Leavenworth, 
Kansas, and is under War Devartment orders to report to the Office of the Chief 
of the Air Corgs for duty on Feoraary 1,1902. 

General Westover was. born at West Bay City, Mich., July 23, 1885. After 
graduation from Hizh Schoel, he entered the Army, serving for a brief period as 
an enlisted man in the Ingineers until he was appointed to the Military Academy. 
Graduating in 1906 and commissioned ‘a 2nd Lieutenant in the Infantry, he served 
in this grade for five years, as lst Liewtenant for another five years and as 
Captain for one year, being transferred to the Signal Corps in September, 1917, 
with ‘the temporary rani: of Major, after having served at the Military Academy as 
Assistant Frofecser of Draving. In March, 1918, he was placed in charge of the 
Signal Office at the Fort of Mabarkation at Hoboken, iJ. | 

For the remainder of the War until the present time, his duties have been as 
follows: 

June, 1918, in charge, Storage anc Traffic Departinent, Bureau of Aircraft 
Froduction. Fromoted to Lieut .-Colonel, Air Service, August 14, 1913. 

_- Nov. 19,1918, to Jume 30, 1919 = Assistant Executive, Bureau of’ Aircraft 
Production,. Washington, D.C., and then in Office, Director of Air Service, Wash- 
ington, D.C., during which time, May 24,1919, he received emergency promotion 
to Colonel, Air Service. a 

July, 1919, to Octobsr, 1920, Executive, Air Corps, “ashington, D.C., and 
Chairman, U.S.Claims Board, during which tour of duty he relinquished his wartime 
rank of Cclonel and reverted to his: Regular Army status of Major. 

Attending the Balloon School at Ross Field, Ualif., in 1921 and the Airship 
School the following year, he received in turn the rating of Balloon Obvserver and 
Airship Pilot. He von the National Elimination Free Zalloon Race at Milwaukee 
in June, 1922, and, as a result, was the Army entrant in the International Balloon 
Race at Geneva, Switzerland, in August of that year. 

In 1922 he was Director of Aircraft Production in Washington. In 1924 he 
graduated from the sne~year course at the Advanced Flying School, Kelly Field, 
receiving the rating of Airplaue Pilot. Several years later he was rated as 
Aerial Observer, 

In 1924 he was Executive Officer at Langley Field, Va., later in that year 
becoming the Commanding Officer ef that post and the Commandant of the Air Corps 
Tactical School which was then located there. After two years in this post, he 
entered the Tactical School as student, graduating in 1927. His next school 
tour was at the Command and General Staff School at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, t 
from which he graduated in 1923, being retained as a member of the faculty there, 


E In January, 1930, he received his promotion’ to Lieut.-Colonel. In addition ' 
vO the four aeronautical ratings he holds, General Westover was awarded the Dis- 
tinguished Service Medal for meritorious wartime service. 
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YEW FOC. LANDTYG ©Y°TEM INSTALLED AT MATERIEL DIVISION. 


Two years ago, Lieut. James H. Doolittle, U.S. Army Air Corps, working 
with the Guggenheim Fund for the Fromotion of Aeronautics, demonstrated the pos- 
sibility of bringing an airplane safely down on 2 lending field in cense fog. 

The cockpit of his plane was hooded, his sole dependence being placed upon his 
instruments. He was "landing blind." Concluding his revort wpon his feat at 
the time, Lieut. Doolittle said: "Although the results of these tests showed 
conclusively that it is possible to land by instrument alone, the procedure is 
still in a highly exerimentsal stcse and it now remains for some interested 
agency to continue the tests and develop this or some improved process to a 
point where it is commercially apnlicable." 

Since the World War, the Materiel Division of the Army Air Corps, which co-~ 
operated with Lieut. Doolittle in these tests, had been an interested agency in 
the development of instruments and equipment to make avigation practicable in 
fog and bad weather. The radio beacon is an example of one of its commercially 
applicable projects. In the past few years it has placed special stress on by 
far the most difficult phase of the »roblem-blind landing. It is quite natural, 
therefore, that the Materiel Division should be the seat of the first experimen- 
tation in this country with a new system for the solvin;: of blind landing prob- 
lems which holds more than the usual amount of interest and promise. 

Conceived originally by Societe Industrielle des Frocedes Loth of France 
and known as a system of energized cables for landing aircraft in fog, two in- 
stallations were made by the Air Corps, with the American Loth Corporation co- 
operating, at Fatterson Field, Dayton, Ohio, in May, 1931. Flight tests by Air 
Corps pilots carried out over these cables were the first ever made in any 
country for any installation of this kind. 

The installations consist of a series of cables laid in concentric circles 
beneath the surface of the cirirvome and energized by low frequency currents. 
Through the electric currents a magnetic field is established within a definite 
radius of the airdrome, extending five miles from the center. The pilot upon 
entering this magnetic field with ground, horizon, and sky shut off from view, 
may be informed by a combination of distinctive aucible and visual signals,first, 
when he is in the vicinity of the airdrome and the direction to its center; 
second, when he has crossed the boundary of the landins field; third, when he 
has come above the landing area; and fourth, when he has descended sufficiently 
low over that area to level off and land. ‘That is, as far as five miles from 
the center of the airCrome be ~ill >ick up in his earphones a distinctive ‘dash- 
dot-dot signal (Morse letter D). ‘this will inform him that he is within the 
vicinity of the airdrome but outside the limits of its boundary lines. At the 
same time, should he be headed toward the center of the airdrome, an indicator 
needle placed on an instrument board dial will point to zero, while should he be 
headed to the left or right of it, the needle will sving to an "L" or "R" read- 
ing. Keeping the needle on the zero reading will bring him toward the center of 
the airdrome from any direction of ayproach. Shortly he crosses the boundary 
line. The signal in the earsxhone changes to an uninterrupted dash sound cuite 
different from the one he has previously heard. A dot-dot-dash signal (Morse ti) 
indicates that he has crossed the field boundary and is within the field, afe 
- proaching the landing zone Crossing the boundary of the field he has nosed dom 
gradually. As he comes within the area in which he should level off for lending, 
the signal again changes, featuring a sherp "dot-dot" (liorse I) which becomes 
sharper as he nears the ground. Hearing this he knows it is time to pull slowly 
back on the stick for contact with the ground. ‘These indications are clear, dis- 
tinctive and unmistakable as >icked up in the earphones and may be heard to a 
height of 5,000 feet. 

Of the two installations in operation at Patterson Field, one is a working 
miniature of the complete system, 1/50 of the full size. It has proved most use- 
ful for demonstration and experimentel wurposes. Just as in wind tunnel practice, 
great amounts of money have been saved by performing experiments on small-sized 
models, so this miniature will permit of the study of inodifications and experi- 
mental changes at small cost. A smell car or airninne equipped for the reception 
of signals is moved around-one installation for exploring the eloctrical pattern 
in space. The full-size installation is at present but partially complete. It 
consists of the two outside cables enclosing an area 3,000 feet in diameter. The 
distance between the two cables is 150 feet. ‘The cables, necessary to energize 
the leveling and landing surface of the field, are expected to be laid later. 
From indications obtainable with the outside cables, the pilot is informed of his 

-8- V~6227, A.C. 








pos— 


is 
is 
Cco~ 


in 


Lly 
oy 
al, 
1en- 
yb— 


rst, 


ly 


1 


ovm 
ng, 


is- 


is 








aoproach to the field, the direction to the center, and the crossing of the 
boundary line into the field. Meany successful tests have been flowm with this 
equipment, and Materiel Division pilots have evinced great interest in it. 
Although audible signals in aircraft usually are suggestive of radio; the 
system under discussion is purely electro-magnetic in nature, lacking the need 
of the delicate adjustments necessary for radio and possessing all the advan- 
tages of the ruggedness of construction possible with purely electrical installa- 
tions. The cables are energized by means of an alternating current at an audio 
frequency between 500 and 3000 cycles per second. The current generated passes 


‘through balancing units and keying devices, then is fed through the cables, the 


variations of current anu kKoying giving the changes in signal described. Recep- 
tion in the airplane is obtained by means of two loops mounted on the aircraft 
through which current from the magnetic field passes. ‘The current thus set up 

in the loops is amplified by means of an ordinary audio amplifier and transmitted 


_ to the earphones and visual indicator. OQhe loop is placed in a horizontal posi- 


tion in the airplane, giving the audio signals, the other is placed vertically 
along the longitudinal axis and gives the directional visual indication. The vis- 
ual indication results from the fact that when the vlane is flying toward the 
center of the circles the vertical loop is parallel to the lines of magnetic 
force and no current is set up. ‘Wuen the plane heads away from the center,mag- 
netic lines of force will cut the surface of the loop and current will be induced. 

If the pilot wears a standard radio helmet, the throwing of a switch as he 
nears his destination vill cause the transfer from cross-country radio to landing 
cable reception in the earphones. The system is simple from the point of view of 
operation and maintenance, and due to the low frequency,static and isnition noises 
which are inimical to radio are not problems of electro-magnetic installations. 

Should the new system continue to hold its present promise through the tests 
ana further development planned by the Air Corps, a solution of one of the most 
serious problems of the air, that of flying and landing under low visibility con- 
ditions may result, a solution that may be applicable to the general airdrome 
and practicable for the use of the general aircraft pilot. 

Recently the Liaison Committee on Aeronautical Radio Research held a meet- 
ing at Wright Field at the invitation of the Air Corps, the members witnessing a 
demonstration of the miniature and making flights over the full-scale installa- 
tion. — 
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DAYTON TO WASHINGTON IN 86 MINUTES 


Flying in bitter cold five miles high, on the wings of a 70-mile wind, Capt. 
Reuben ©. Moffat, Air Corps, on January 18th, flew from Wright Field, Deyton, 0., 
to Bolling Field in 86 minutes, at an average speed of 266 miles an hour, Capt. 
Moffat had to take oxygen from a flask throughout tne flight, which was made to 
test the power plant of a new Curtiss P~6D Army Pursuit plane. Although Captain 
Moffat required but 86 minutes to make the trip from the time his wheels left 
Wright Field until they touched Bolling, he took 20 minutes to climb to the 
25,000-foot level at which the flight was made. ‘The temperature there averaged 
28 degrees below zero Centigui’>. 

Captain Moffat was able to locate Washington while over the Blue Ridgo 
Mountains and began dropping from his five-mile height while still 50 miles away. 
His plane, just adopted for Army Fursuit work, is powered with a 660-horsepower 
liquid-cooled engine, driving & geared three-bladed propeller. The engine is 
highly supercharged for altitude flying. 


ae 683052 A 
FOOD DROEPZD FROM BOMBURS TO SHIVERING INDIANS 


Six Army Bombing planes from March Field, Calif,, took the air January 17th 
on. a mission of mercy to snowbound Navajo Tndians in the district of Winslow, 
Arizona. By noon, 10,800 pounds of rations had been dropped at widely separated 
points and the work continued. The hungry and shivering red men rushed eagerly 
to each spot the instant the bundles of provisions struck the snow-covered earth. 
The parcels were torn open with ravencus haste and their contents distributed. 
Zach plane carried 900 pounis of food, divided into ten bundles of equal weight, 
the packages containing beans, flour, sugar, salt pork and dried fruit. 

It was stated that delivery of additional supplies would be slower as the | 
more remote settlements were visited. The delivery of food on Jan. 17th followed 
survey flights in which "distress points" were designated over the reservation, 
and experiments were conducted in dropping food. It soon became plain that the 
bundles must be wrapped in many thickwésses of heavy paper and burlap. 
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COLONEL ARNOLD ASSUMES COMMAND OF MARCH FIELD . 


"With the arrival of Lieut.-Colonel Henry H. Arnold and family at March 
Field, Riversiae, Calif., we find the Commanding Officer's quarters once more 
occupied and the driver's seat in Headquarters well filled," says the News 
Letter Corres»ondent. "The well. imown Arnold smile has beamed dovm upon many 
old acqua eintances, as well as a larse number of new ones. A rece>tion, dinner, 
and dance held in the Officers! Club in honor of Colonel and Mrs. Arnold suc- 
cessfully opened up the winter season of local entertainment." 

Major Carl Spatz, who was. succeeded by Colonel Arnold as Post Commander, 
has actively taken over command of the First Bombardment Wing and is welding 
into shape the newly organized 7th Bombardment Group and 17th Pursuit Group. 

Both Grouns are steadily increasing their quota of airplanes and ecuip- 
ment by ferrying:;. the 7th Bombardment Group, commanded by Major Joseph T. 
McNarney, drawing its planes from Langley Field, Va., and the 17th Pursuit 
Group, commanded by Captain F. O'D. Hunter, from the Boeing Aircraft Company in 
Seattle, Washington, . 

The training of thése Groups has been somewhat hampered by lack of eouip- 
ment, but very satisfactory results are being obtained with the airplanes on 
hand. Wo loss of flying days has’ been caused by weather conditions, although 
plenty of cold weather wes experienced, including light snow - which, of 
course, is very unusual fer March Field and Southern California. 
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RELEASING DEVICE FOR GIANT 'CHUTE 


Major E. L. Hoffman, in charge of the Farachute Branch, Materiel Division, 
Wright Field, reports. the development cf a quick releasing cevice by which, 
when he is running drop tests on the 80-foot triangular parachute with weight, 
the weight upon striking the ground automatically releases the parachute which 
collapses immediately without dragging. Since the fabric of the 80-foot 'chute 
is liable to injury in being dragged, and since any mere man or group of men 
who tried to stop it by catching et the shroud lines were liable to injury 
also, some such device was cunsicered highly necessary. . 

The device is a simple pole arrangement which extends through the bottom 
of the weight, and upon striking the ground is pushed up through the weight, 
releasing a pin which holds the parachute. In a former test, Major Hoffman 
and his automobile had to be untangled from the shroud lines of the giant 'chute 
as from a web. 

In the last test, the parachute, greatly strengthened in design, withstood 
a drop with a 1400-pound weight. suspended, for the first time without the 
‘slightest evidence of failure. Further tests are plamned in which a délayed 
opening with the 1400-pound weight will be made. This will produce the greatest 
shock ever attempted on any parachute mown. 
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TWO OFFICERS DIE IN CRASH OF SOMBER 


There have been some fatal airplane accidents in the Philippines since 

Air Corps units have been stationed in these Islands, but, it is gratifying to 

note, they have been few and far apart. January 14th, however, was one of 
those unlucky days, and the cresh of an Army Homber proved fetet to 1st Lieut. 
Raymond Zettel and cnd Lieut. cimer L. Meguire. 

At 5:30 in the morning, Lieut. Zettcol was piloting:a B-3A Bomber during 
the course of the Philippine Department maneuvers, with Lieut. Meguire and 
three enlisted men as passengers. When about threc miles north of Malabon, 
Rizal, P.I., the right motor ceased functioning anc the heavy Eomber landed in 
a mud bank. Fate was kind, we are glad to say, to the three enlisted men - 
Staff Sgt. Albert Norich, Cornorals William B. Plock»an and James G. Lambert, 
who were slightly injured. ‘The fact that the two officers lost their lives 
through drowning leads to the belief that it was just one of those strokes of 
misfortune that the malfuncticnias of one of the motors occurred at a time - 
when the plane was flying over a locality devoid of a safe landing spot. 

Lieut. Zettel was born at West Branch, Mich., March 6, 1894. After gradu- 
ating from Campion College and attending the University of Detroit for two 
years, he enlisted as a Flying Cadet (Private, lst Class, Aviation Section, 
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Signal Enlisted Reserve Corps) on November 15, 1917, and was called to active 

duty on December 29th of that year, being sent to the ground school at the 

School of Military Aeronautics, Austin, Texas. Upon the completion of his ‘ 
ground training at Austin, he learned to fly at Call Field, Wichita, Texas, : 
and Wilbur Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio. Ee was then ordered to duty overseas 
and received advanced Pursuit training at the Training Cent#r at Issoudun, 
France. Later he served with the Army of Occupation in Germany from January 

to July, 1919, 

Following his return to the United States, Lieut. Zettel sar duty on the 
Mexican sorder with the famed Zorder Fatrol, and later served a year in the 
Infantry. He subsequently transferred baci: to the Air Corps, taking a refresh- 
er course in flying in 1922. After service with the 3rd Attack Group, when it 
was at Kelly Field, Texas, he served four years as Chief of the Armament Branch, 
Engineering Experimental Section at McCook Field and at Wright Field, Dayton, 
Ohio, being transferred to duty in the Fhilipoines in June, 19350. 

Lieut. Zettel had about 2500 hours in the air and held the ratings of 
Filot and Observer. His home town was given as West Sranch, Mich. He is sur- 
vived by his wife and tvo chil¢ven, a boy of eleven and a girl of four years 
of age. 

The Air Corps was not afforded mach of an op20rtunity to became acquainted 
with Lieut. Meguire, since he was only a bona fide member of this branch of 
the service since December 22, 1931. The deceasei young officer was born in 
Ohio, June 4, 1905. He graduated from Portal, N.D., High School in 1922. 

He enlisted in the Army January 25, 1926, and served as a member of the Signal 
Corps Detachment until June 30th of that year, when he was avpointed a cadet 
at the United States Military Academy. After his graduation, four years later, 
he was commissioned a 2nd Lievtc:anit in the Signal Corps. He was detailed to 
the Air Corps for flying training, and gradvated from the Advanced Flying 
School, Kelly Field, Texas, October 10, 1931. Immediately thereafter he was 
assigned to duty in the Fhilippines 

---000--- 


A LITTLE "DOPE" ON WAR TIME FLYERS i 


Serving with the Air Coros at the present time are eight officers who, by 
virtue of having achieved five or more victories in aerial combat during the 
World War, carry the unofficial designation of "Ace." The leading "Ace" now 
in active service is Lieut. John S. Griffith, a member of the First Pursuit 
Group at Selfridge Field, Mt. Clemens, Mich., who is credited with nine 
victories. Due to the fact that Lieut. Griffith's service during the war was 
with the British Royal Air Force, he was not listed among the American "Aces." 

Captain Frank O'D. Hunter is credited with eight victories; Captain Arthur 
E. Easterbrook and lst Lieut. Martinus Stenseth with six each; Captains Clayton 
L. Bissell, Harold H. George, James A. Eealy and Victor H. Strahm with five each. 

Officers still in the service wiio are credited with four victories are 
Captain Russell L. Meughen end lst Lieut. Leo HE. Dawson. The unfortunate death 
in an airplane crash on July 15, 1930, of Ca>tain Frank B. Tyndall, removed him 
from this little group. 

Major Carl Spatz, Captains Christopher W. Ford and Thomas M. Jervey are 
credited with three victcries each. The last named officer is a meiber of the 
Ordnance Department, but is on duty with the Air Corps as Ordnance Officer at 
Kelly Field, Texas. 

Officers credited with two victories each are Majors John F. Curry, John 
N. Reynolds, Captains Benjamin F. Giles, George C. Kenney, Edward M. Morris, 
Victor Parks, Jr., end lst Lient. Reuben D. Biggs. Captain Parks holds a com- 
mission in the Chemical Warfare Service. 

Only four officers now serving with the Air Corps are credited with one 
victory each, viz: Majors Maxwell Kirby, Asa N. Duncan, Captains Edward C.Black 
and George L. Usher. 

Stationed at Randolph Field, Texas, are Captains Ford, Giles, Healy and 
Lieut. Biggs; at March Field, Calif., Major Spatz, Capt. Hunter and Lieut. 
Dawson; in the Philippines, Captains Easterbrook, Black and Maughan; in Panama, 
Captain George; in Hawaii, Major Kirby; at Langley Field, Va., Captains Kenney 
and Usher; at Maxwell Field, Ala., Major Curry and Capt. Strahm; at Fort Sill, 
Okla., Major Reynolds; at Fort Crockett, Texas, Capt. Morris; at Selfridge Field, 
Lieut. Griffith; at Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas, Capt. Bissell; on staff duty in 
Washington, D.C., Major Duncan and Lieut. Stenseth. 
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13 OBSERVATION SQD 


IND NAT GUARD. STOUT FIELD 
ANDIANAPOLIS, INP. 


HAPPY LANDINGS FOR 1992. 


The 115th Observation Squadron has just completed a very successful year 
in flying. ‘The total hours for the squadron is about 5,000 for the year. Lt. 
H.H. Maxwell, photographic officer, was high man with 365 hours; Lt, Matt C. 
Carpenter, cperations officer, was second with 365 hours. Major R.F. Taylor, 
commanding officer, and Lt. if.E. Brown ran a close race for third place with 
215 and 220 hours, res vectively. 

The Scuadron is becoming very fond of our new Instructor, Captain Guidera, 
recently of Panama. Lt. ois ncecy Stout fron the Reserve Squadron at Schoen 
Field, has been commissioned in the Guard. 

Major Taylor is becomin;; an expert at interior decorations, for he has 
personally supervised the redecorating of. the administrative offices and club 
rooms, and the results speak for themselves of his ability to make the createst 
improvements with the least cost. 

Keep in mind that, Indianavolis is the crossroads of ‘ininiian oa malce Stout 
Field one of 3 your. stops when on a cross-country,_ 
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LA “CLEY FIELD PLANES. BURi! 


Recently, at about one o'clociz: in the morning, a Bombing »lane delonzing to 
the 49th Scuadron, was discovered afire. The plane with two others was varked 
for the night. between two hangars. Before the fire alarm could be responded to 
or. any emergency measures taken, the ‘ylane had set its two companions ablaze and 
in the high wind nothing could be done to save them. ‘The Fire Department, how 
ever, managed to prevent the flames from spreading to the nearby hangars. Io 
cause for the fire could be found. The radio installation vas checked’ back and 
given a "clear bill," so that any other probable causes” had to be classed as 
theory. A great many civilian workmen have been employed on construction work 
at Langley Field, and the possibility exists that one of them mey have secreted. 
himself within the big fuselage to sleep and he may have lit a cigarette and set 
the plane on fire. Another. theory vas that a passiaz motorist may have throw a 
cigarette butt out and the wind carried it to the ‘lane. ‘The cause of the fire 
will probably remain a.mystery. 

The 49th has:had bad.luck from: fires durtaic the past year. Some of this — 
Squadron's planes ceught fire in a-hangar several months AZO. 
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— "JIGGS" PROPOSED FOR 11TH asc eeicatl 


"ur. ‘Jiggs, " who for Sensei years has faithfully ’ 
identified the llth Bombardment Squadron by his persis- 
tent presence on its ships, received a new lease on 

‘life when his originator, George McManus, of comic 
strip fame, drew an original for the Squadron. The 
painting was unveiled at a party at the Offi- 
ois! SS cers! Club the day it arrived at Rockwell Field. } 
2), If ayoroved by the War Department, it will be 
ey sie adopted as the official insignia to replace the 
J old one 






The evolution of the "Jiggs" insignia has been in- 
terestsag. The "Jiggs" submitted by Privates Larsen 
and Green, and ado»nted at Maulan, France, in 1917, was 
a comparatively slender fellow of serious mien and war- 
like expression, but the latest insignia depicts a more rotund "Jiggs" with a 
reckless and earefree attitude, although the omipresent bomb is as much in 
evidence as ever, : » 4 

——- 000——— 


EXPERTS ~ ALL OF THEM! 


"Inasmuch as the past several isstes of the News Letter have carried gun- 
nery and bombing scores of various tactical units," writes the News Letter cor- 
respondent at March Field, Calif., "the 11th Bombardment Squadron takes cognizame 
of the old Japanese proverb, i.e., and to wit: 'He that tooteth not his own horn, 
that horn is not tooted.'" He then goes on to list the final scores of the 16 
officers and one enlisted pilot of that Squadron obtained during the record 
course in bombing, viz: . 








Name '. Rank Score Qualification 

Munson, Russell W. ‘end Lt. Air Reserve 1947 Expert 
Mills, John S. = 2nd Lt. Air Corps 1935 eta: 

Lyon, Donald R. - end Lt. Air Corns 1929 mn 
Snavely, Ralyh A. ° ' Ist Lt. Air Corps _ 1925 . 
Bunker, Howard G..  #$ end Lt. Air Cords 1912 “ 
Thornton, Rubtis M. end Lt. Air Reserve 1905 Se 
Blackburn, Harold fF. end Lt. Air Reserve 1900. . 
Bowman, Harold W. ~ 2nd Lt. Air Corps 1894 , .- Mt 

Scott, William L., Jr. 1st It. Air Corps 1884 . 
Watkins, Keene 2nd Lt. Air Corys $1883 " 
Parker, Lewis R. end Lt. Air Corps 1873 ° 
Wetzel, Mmery S. end Lt. Air Corps 1859 7 

Hoyle, Gerald end Lt. Air Corps 1859 1, 
Howard, Charles. H..° - lst Lt. Air Corps == 1606 . " 

Wells, Leslie L. - Master Sergeant 1822 é . 
O'Daniels, Wallace J. end Lt. Air Reserve 1752 " 

Ronin, James A. ~.gnd Lt. Air Corps 1679 ¥: 





Average score = 1259.7 


ORGANIZATION OF FLIGHT "E", 16th OBSERVATION SQUADRON 


November 4, 1931, witnessed the departure of the 88th Observation Squadron 
for Brooks Field, San Antonio, Texas, leaving the newly erganized Flight "EZ", 
16th Observation Scuadron, to carry on the work for the field Artillery School. 
The following is the organization of the new flight: - 


Cetain Franiz H. Pritchard..........Commandin:. 
lst Lieut. William L. Ritchie.......OQperations, Communications and Liaison. 

end Lieut. Claire Stroh...... ae Ingineering and Photography 

end Lieut. Douglas T. Mitchell...... Air Corps Supply. 


ge enlisted men from Flight "D", 16th Observation Squadron, Ft. Riley, Kans. 

3 enlisted men from the 55th Observation Souadron. 

The new flight, with its ears scarcely dry, has performed the following work 
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for the Field Artillery School in the first month and a half of its existence: 
Demonstration Artillery Adjustments......... ..-40 hrs. 35 min. 
eee eee ee eee ee eee ne | ih 
Cooperation in Field Exercises....... cement. 5. aa * 
Orientation of Students, F. AsSeoes Meneeinecee iL ©  * 
Attack Domonstrations. .. 62.5. ccc se ccavecss - * se. Ff 
TN |, See TP PEST TEE TIT EET oe iwved e %-. fee? 
Towing sleeves for Infantry AA fire, (Service 
Test of Boyd-Green AA Machine Gun Sizht)......l1 " -- " . 
Bight: Figings sa. .6.5. 4620 ¥eks%s - ares. * 2" ~es es 


This work is in adcition ty tue routine test flights and ferrying of air- 
craft and personnel. : 
the coun QO Omncce ; 


EXCITEMENT FOR ATTACK GROUP PERSONNEL 


The norther which swent down upon Galveston Island on Sunday, December 13, 
furnished three members of the 60th Service Squadron, $rd Attack Group, with a 
harrowing experience when ti.c halyards on their small sailing boat broke with 
the force of the wind while they were fishing off the north jetties. 

The crew of the disabled creft consisted of Pvts. Spud Murphy, Harold Guedel, | 
and Leo Taylor. In a short time they were well out in the Gulf with the wind 
astern pushin; them along at a fast clip. Although somewhat experienced with the | 
maneuvers of an A-SB, the trio were no metch for the angry seas which had the 
poor soldiers in a bad way. Seems as if it was a case where nature couldn't be 
denied, and the crew became disabled. 

Just as they were preparing to sing "Beyond the lue Horizon," a pilot boat 
cruising just in sight of land came to the rescue and obligingly returned the 
victims to terra cotta, or srmoin!'. 

Three times last year vilots of the Third Attack Group answered calls for 
assistance in finding lost hunters in the vicinity of Galveston Hay. The latest 
call for help was made Tuesday, December 15th, and concerns a party of sportsmen 
who went duck hunting on Decemver 10th and have veer missing since that time. 

Lieuts. Walter L. Wheeler and Eric G. Danielson took off on Tuesday after- 
noon to search for some trace of the men. ‘They returned with word of having 
sighted a boat ansvering the description of the one used by the missing men. No 
trace, however, was found of the hunters. Subsequent investigation revealed that 
the boat sightea on Tresde; as Lotonging to another varty of hunters. 

At the time the above was written the News Letter Correszondent stated that 
the search for the missing men is continuing despite threatening weather. 

---000--= 


FURSUITERS TEST SONIC ALTIMETER ; 


The 17th Pursuit Group, stationed at Merch Field, Riverside, Calif., recent- 
ly conducted service tests cn the Brovming liachine Gun, Calibre 30, t%2, and 
the Sonic Altimeter, Type G1. The Browming Machine Gun, M2, is lighter and 
smaller than previous models, and tests to date indicate that part failures are 





practically eliminated. 

The Sonic Altimeter is cesizned to measure the distance between the airvlane ; 
in which the instrument is installed and the ground. As the air lane flies along,| 
@a whistle is blown at intervals by this instrument. The pilot hears the whistle : 
as it is transmitted and then its echo as it is received. Sound travels about 
1,100 feet per second. A twoesecond interval between whistle and echo indicates 
(on a dial) that the airvlane.is 1100 feet above the ground, the sound of the j 
whistle reaching the ground in one second and echoing back in another second. 
Below 50 feet, the pilot ro-ics on his oral senses to "feel" the nearness of the 
ground by the closeness of the whistle and its echo. 

The service test is to determine the relative :accuracy of the Sonic Method 
over the Barometric Method in obtaining the exact Borers distance between 
the airplane and the ground, and particularly over hilly terrain. 

---0900---= 

Forty boys from the Automotive Trade School of Cincinnati visited the 
Materiel Division, Wright Field, recently, and evinced great interest in the 
ee featuring the Army's big experimental aeronautical engineering 
plant. 
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NO PEACE FOR MR. HURLEY 
By the News Letter Correspondent 


When as busy a man as the Secretary of War 
goes afield these days, it is important that 
every facility be provided for keeping him in 
touth with official Washington. However,when 
almost one hundred percent of his journeying ‘ 
is by air, and when, as is often the case in 
Mr. Hurley's extensive travels by plane, his 
desire to get to a destination in the short- 
est possible space of time invokes many 1,000- 
mile hops, non-stoz;, special problems in com~ 
minication are encountered. 

For the greater part of a year now, the 
high speed Ford Transport at Bolling Field, which 
has been designated the Secretary's personal ship, 
has carried radio equipment enabling two-way communication between his plane and 
ground stations. 

Regulerly at 15-minute intervals during any flight on which the Secretary 
has been carried, commmication was estatlished by radio with the nearest Army or 
Department of Commerce radio station. Tims, any messages for Mr. Hurley radio- 
ed from WAR, the War Devartment radio communication center in Washington, had 
only a 15-minute wait, therefore, until they were relayed to the Secretary's 
plane in flight. Not satisfied with this near perfect service, however, Bolling 
has sent the Secretary's Ford to Wright Field where a svecial Westinghouse radio- 
phone transmitting and reccivinz unit of unusual pover and range is being in- 
stalled. This new installation will enable the plane to maintain direct radio 
communication with WAR from any part of the United States either while in flight 
or when 6n the ground. ‘Thus, Bolling does its bit to serve Mr. Hurley. We 
can't help but wonder, though, if the Secrstary won't wish occasionally that the 
darned radio was overboaid, so that in all the war he might have a little peace. ‘ 

It is not generally known that since taking office the Secretary of War has 
put in well over 1,000 hours in the air. His first trips vere made in a Curtiss 
0O-13B. Later he used a Fleetster, and now the high-speed radie-emipped Ford is 
carrying him over the nation's e*:~ays. Nor do all of his trips follow estab- 
lished air routes. Lieut. Cousiand, of Bol? ing Field, who has been the Secre- 
tary's personal pilot now for nearly two yeers, tells us that for a six-week 
period during the past summer, ir order to make a personal survey of the water- 
ways of the United States, Mr. Hurley flew to the heedwaters of practically 
every creek in the United States. The Mississippi and its many tributaries, the 
Columbia River System, the Great Lakes, and other waterways seemingly without |. 
end, were flown over. Insection of out-of-the-way Army posts which the Secre- 
tary invariably makes via air, has also taken him over aerial byways from the 
Atlantic to the Pacific and from the Qulf to Canada. 

———000——— 





TH! VERY LATEST IN CRASH TRUCKS 


Officers assigned to the Offico of the Chicf of the Air Corys in Washington 
get their flying time at Bolling Ficld. "ie trust, howover," says the Jews 
Letter Corresvondent, "that this has nothing to do with the advent on the field 
of a new and shiny red crash truck, which with all its glowing color is a very 
efficient piece of machinery. 

Manned by a crcw of three, it can travel at high speed over rough ground to 
the scene of a crash, and by means of a special foamite generator and numping 
unit, spray fire suffocating foam in cuantities sufficient to extinguish in short 
order even the most ambitious gasoline blaze. 

Hack saws, bolt clippers, acetylene cutting emaipment, and a variety of 
grappling hooks, wrecking bars, etc., complete the truck's businesslike accouter- 
ments. Its debut at Bolling Field was marked by a practical demonstration of 
its efficiency when on a hurry call it traversed the length of the field at a 
50-mile per hour clip to make short work of a very satisfactory fire fed by old 
airplane wings, rubber tireé, crrxcizer boxes, gasoline soaked excelsior, much 
engine oil, and other inducemcnis towards a healthy blaze. 

-1lb- y-6227, A.C. 








HOW LONG CAN A FURSUIT PLANE FLOAT? 


Contrary to pomlar belief, a Fursuit plane landing on the water does not 
sink at once. To determine how long such a plane may be expected to float after 
a forced landing at sea, a demonstration, under the supervision of the Command- 
ing Officer of the 18th Composite Wing, was recently conducted in the Hawaiian 
Department, durin; the course of which a P-12B was dropped into Pearl Harbor. 

It floated in the ucter troutr: ~inutes while Lieut. George F. Tourtellot, on 
duty at Wheeler Field, performcd experiments with rubber life rafts. 

Lieut. Tourtellot demonstrated that life rafts may be launched qicily 
either from the life raft carrier he has invented for Pursuit planes, or from a 
carricr placed inside the fuselag The experimen'* indicated that the raft may 
be launched more quickly from the carrier which is attached to the upper sat 
but that cither method is fcasible. 

While personnel looked on, Licut. Tourtellot demonstrated how to latinch the 
raft, and then rowed one ashore. The »lanc shoved no signs of sinking after 20 
mimates in the water. It wes s so csnded by a boom over the water and thrown into 
the water from a height of several feet. Tue plane vas due for major overhaul 
and, aside from damaged wings which had already siateias condemned, the plane was 
not injurec. by its plunge. 

Supplementing the atove data, which was submitted by the Corresvondent of 
the 18th Composite Wing, Fort Shafter, T.H., the following was submitted by the 
News Letter Correspondent from Wright Ficld, Dayton, Ohio: 

"Tord has recently been received at the Materiel Division of an interesting 
test in connection with service testing of life rafts on Pele airplenes conduct- 
edad by the 16th Composite Ving stationed at wort Shafter, T.H. This “ing had 
been informed that they would be supplied with life rafts in sufficient number 
for the equipment of each airplane in their possession. No question arose as to 
the adastability of this cquipmentto the Observation, Attack, and Eombardment 
types, but information had been received. from Selfridge Ficld that the F-l2 ‘types 
on landing inthe water immediately turned over on their backs and remained in. 
that position, which resulted in considerable discussion as to the best location 
for carrying the life raft on such an airplane. It was finally decided to test 
a Pel2 airplane in a normal. water landing and learn its floating characteristics. 

The - following is quoted from the description of the test: 'The airplane 
selectod for this Gononsicniicnu was one scheduled for cverhaul at the Hawaiian 
Air Depot. All instruments and other accessories were removed, condemned wings 
and a condemned engine installed, the tank half-filled with gasoline and all 
joints, otc., flushed with heavy oil. ‘The airplane vas then slung from a cerrick.| 
at topmost speed, and catapulted into the water.! 

With the P12 construction in mind, the Materiel Division at the request of 
the 18th Wing, suggested a design for a life raft container for this airplane in 
which the turtlo-back would be cut, the container being placed underneath. 

In the test the P12 dove nose on into the water, remaining in that »osition 
for about five minutes, After tcing in the water about ten minutes, as the lower 
wing filled, the plane gradually assumed a horizontal »vosition. After about 
twenty mimutes, the plane ceased to sink, probably due to the wings and buoyancy 
of the gasoline tank which was but half full, and floated in the horizontal »osi- 
tion, right side up. The life raft was taken out of the container, spread on the 
to» wing for filling and rowed to shore. 

The results of the test indicated that only when landed in shallov water, so 
that the landing gear touched the bottom would the Pele go over on its back. If 
landed normally in deep, comparatively smooth water, it would at first dive be- 
neath the surface, thcn come up in the floating position and remain so. Thus in- 
advertently in a life raft test was information contrary to prevailing impres- 
sions of the Fel2 airplane water characteristics gleaned." 

---000--— 


RETRACTABLE LANDING GEARS 





A study is being made at the Matericl Division, Wright Field, of retractable 
landing gears to determine the best retracting mechanism for low and high wing 
monoplenes. Study to include consideration of stainless steel and cantilever 
landing gears applied to both monocome and frame structures, comparison of 


weights, and estimate ov pcricrmance change. 
-~16— V-6227, A.C. 
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HAZARDOUS FEAT BY NONCOMMISSIONED OFFICER 


The history of the Air Corps, bot: in war and during peace time, is replete 
with incidents where officers and. men, at great ris of life, performed heroic 
acts above and teyond the casl nf duty. The conduct of Sergeant Frank D. Neff, 
end Balloon Company, Fort Brags, W.C., in making his way on the outrigcer of an 
airship during a violent storm in order to start a refractory engine, is an out- 
standin; example of courage and devotion to duty. , 

The Airship TC 71, stationed at Lang’°ey Field, Va., had been flown to Pove ‘ 
Field, Fort Bragg, N.C., and-was secured to the mooring mast at that post. 

When an airshi» is secured to a mooring mast, it is the practice, of course, to 
have a crew aboard, and midnight December 3rd - 4th, Happened to be the turn of 
Lieut. John G. Salsman to take command of the ship. 

"There was a rather heavy rain at that time," Lieut. Salsman stated in his 
report of the incidint. "Aborr’ as crew were myself, Technical Sergeant Merian, 
Sergeant Richardson, Sergeant Neff and Private Henson. At about 1:00 a.m., the 
wind started to freshen from the east, with no decreese in rain. At about 1:40 
a.m., the wind having further increased in velocity and becoming gusty, I de- 
cided it would be better to fly out the storm. Accordingly, Private Henson was 
dispatched to televhone the organization, and Techi.cal Sergeant Merian left 
the car to check on the mooring. 

"It was but a short time later that he called out that the ship had broken 
its moorings. With only three men aboard, the ship was barely able to rise due 
to being heavy by the constant rein. Sergeant Neff had the right motor going 
almost constantly. Arter Suerzjcaut Richardson and myself had taken our places on 
altitude and direction control, respectively, I looked back and could not see 
Sergeant Neff. Shortly afterward, I saw a light out on the left outrigger and 
assumed that he was out there. Almost ten minutes after the breakaway, he came 
in and reported that he had had trouble in starting the left motor and had to 
hand crank it. : 

"He had to do the worl on the unprotected outrigger with no varachute, it 
being cifficult to get on the outrisger with a parachute attached, and the wear- 
ing of same would havo ha:szered him in his movements. (With one motor only, the 
ship was being carried backweru and not under full control). Sergeant Neff,with 
no orders from me, grasyved the scriousness of the situation and understood that 
the starting of the left motor was ae, to save the ship. He therefore 
went out in the rain and wind in a most »recarious ryosition and worked under 
most adverse conditions when a slip would have been most disastrous. 

"It is my opinion that, had Sergeant Neff not assumed the risk that he did, 
the airship most undoubtedly would have continued to be criven back over the 
reservation and would then »ncssibly have been wrecked, with injuries to the 
crew and loss of coveransnt fa. 

"The actions of Ser-cont Taff show a very high standard of training anda 
very high sense of initiative and duty.’ His actions at that time were resvoneible 
undoubtedly for the protection, if not the saving of government property and 
lives of the crew." 

---000--- 


DO OLD BOMBS EXPLODE? 


Authority having been received to drop two 2,000-pound demolition bembs, an 
Ordnance demonstration test was vecently conducted at the Maili Range in the 
Waianae Mountains, near Schof.elu Barracks, Honolulu, TH. ‘The 7end and 73rd 
Bombardment Squadrons of Luke Field carried out the exercise, in order to ascer- 
tain whether bombs which had been in storage 10 years would explode. Two 25-1b. 
bombs were dropped from an altitude of 800 feet, and from an altitude of 5,000 
feet there were dropped two 100-1b., two 300-1b., four 600-1b. and two 2,000 1b. 
bombs. All bombs exploded, except the first 2,000-1b benb, which was a dud. A 
second attempt with another 2,000-lb. bomb, from 6,000 feet, resulted in a low 
order explosion. ‘The cause of the malfunctioning of these big bombs has not yet 
been determined by the Orancnce experts. 

Military and civilian »ercsonnel observed the demonstration from the rifle 
range about half a mile from the target. 

~--000--— 


The 18th Stuipsatice Wing, Fort Sheftor, T.H., started the new yoar with four 
enlisted pilots on duty therewith, in add lition to officer pilots, viz: Master 
Sgts. Bernard Wallace, John L. Waugh, Arvin E. Miller and Staff Sgt. M.M. Beach. 
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A TALE OF HIGH ADVENTURE 


The following letter was received by the Commanding Officer, 
Headquarters Souadron, Randolph Field, Texas. As a matter — 
nf propriety the name and signature is omitted. This letter 
is believed to be self-explanatory; 

; ; "M.S. City of San Francisco 

December 7, 1931. 
To: Captain Earl Tonkin, Headquarters Squadron, 
Randolph Field, Texas. 


Subject: Return to Military Authorities. 
From: oa A.W.0.L. from Ha. Sqdr. 


Aboard M.S. City of San Frencisco off Coast of Mexico 
near port of Manzanilla. 








On or about September 16th while on vass I unavoidably absented myself by 
being caught out in the Gulf of Mexico near Galveston in a rowboat. A 'rum- 
runner! rescued me from being drowned. A Coast Guard boat gave chase and the 
'rum-runner' ran to sea as means of escape. Engine trouble develcped and after 
several days of drifting a Swedish copra 'tramp' bound for a Central American 
port, offered me aid to a port where a north bound ship could be boarded. After | 
five days aboard this Swedish 'tramp' I was put ashore at a small port in 
Honduras that was not a port anything other save a few coast wise boats. 

Due to various diseases native to the land it was impossible to stay along 
the coast where it might have been possible to board a ship bound for the States. 
I headed for the highlands but due to a revolution (these are quite rezular) I 
had to make a quick march for Guatamala, the closest yeaceful country. I entered 
Guatamala after much difficulty but due to the fact that I had no letters or 
papers of identification, let alone a passport, I was deported without a chance 
to tall with the council. ‘The Immigration Authorities thought I came in from El 
Salvador and there I was returned. In El Salvador I asized the council (American 
Council) for aid and was refused every recuest, even that of stationary on which 
to write to Military Authorities in the States. 

I boarded the City of San Francisco at la Union. I am bound for San 
Francisco. The Master of this ship has sent two radiograms to the Commanding 
Officer for verification that I was a soldier at that station, at present the 
answer to the first radiogram was that the siiple code rords could not be de- 
coded. An answer to the second radiogram has not been received. If the answer 
to the second radiogram is not received before this ship reaches the Port of 
Manzenilla I will be transferred to the Santa Catalina (same Company) and re- , 
turned to El Salvador. From La Union El Salvador the only aid that I can pos- 
sibly hope to obtain is from the Marine Commander located in Manague,Nicarague, 
some 23 days by foot from la Union. If I am returned to Hl Salvador, which will | 
necessitate my crossing the hostile line of Sandino and brother outlaws (the life 
ef an American is worthless on sight) I have one chance in a hundred of reaching 
the Marine Commander in Managua. 

Please radic the Santa Catalina if the second telegram of December 5th is 
not answered by 8:00 A.M. PST, to verify my identity. 

(Signed) _f 








---000--- 
DISAFFHARS AFTER FROWOTION ; L 


The 20th Eombardment Squadron, Langley Field, Va., announced the strange dis-| 
appearance recently of a soldier, Private George Hallis, who dropped from sight 
a few hours after his promotion to Acting Mess Serveant. The service record of 
this enlisted man showed 14 years! service, with "Excellent" discharges, and no 
reason could be discovered for his leaving. ‘ 

Army officers are accustomed to seeing soldiers desert or go absent following) 
@ reduction in grade, but for a soldier to leave uvon promotion is something new. | 

—--000——— 


. Flight tests of three bomb sights sent the 2nd Hombardment Group, Langley 
Field, Va., from the Materiel Division, Wright Field, about three months ago, were 
recently completed. ‘The sights were installed in planes and bombs dropped from 
various altitudes to test the accuracy and ease of operation of the different 
+ co Written reports on the work were compiled and forwarded to the Materiel 
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LOST AND FOUND 
By the Langley Field Corres oncent 


Glidins down from the midnight sky into the lights of his home airdrome 
after havin: been checxed off as "lost," 2nd Lieut. Wyclifie E. Steele, 96th 
Bonbardment Seuadron, Lanzlejy Field, caused exclamations of surprise and joy 
one night recently. Steele had been lost on a night flicht for four hours when 
he made his dramatic return. 

As vart of the Bomberdnent traininz,ni-ht flichts were being conducted at 
ten-minute take-off intervals between Lanzle: Field, Jamestown, Surrey, Suffolk, 
Newport News and back to Langley, a flicht taking ep oroximately 50 mimutes. On 
this night flight, Lieut. Steele, with Lieut. H.G. Montsomery, Jr., and two en- 
listed men, took off at 6350, and nothin,: was heard of him until five hours 
later. ‘hen the plane did not return after an hour had elapsed, questions began 
to arise as to what had become of it. After another hour, officials of the air-~ 
drome were »lainlr worried. 

. the possibility that the »ilot had wandered off the course occurred to 
nearly everyone, because exverienced flyers mow how easy it is to zet lost at 
night. As time passed and the plane uid not return, it was feared a landing 
had been made in a river or forest. Conditions were not particularly oaa for 
nicht flying. ‘There was rain w) the James River be..ow Richmond, and fos was 
scattered around in patches, but the larcer stars still vtlinkea overhead, and 
the ground visibility was only slizhtly velow average. At about eleven o'clock, 
it was ficured that the gas sunyly of the »vlane was practically exhausted, if 
the pilot was still flying, and »veparations were made to close the hengar. 


< 


Lieut. G.C. Jamison wad gonc over the course with another Bomber and aropped 


mumerous flares over isoleted areas in the hope of seeing Steele's plane if it 


happened to be down. Rain, however, drove Jamison back after about <5 minutes, 
and the search was abandoned for the night. 

But as the hangar doors were veing closed and most of the watchers had gore 
to their quarters, the lost »lane returned, and the pilot reported that he had 
been actually lost - and how! Lieut. Steele said that while in the vicinity of 
Suffolk (the Dismal Swamp area), he saw he was a few minutes ahead of his } 
schecule and cecicec to fly around a Little while before heading back to Langley 
Field. He felt he kmew the country and the course so well that he couldn't get 
lost. After makinz a few circles he saw what he took to ve the flash of Langley 
Field's beacon low on the horizon. 

Heading forthis beacon, he ciscovered to his surprise that the lights of 
such localities as Yorfolk, Portsmouth Nei ort News and Hampton had disappeared. 
This experience, however, was not unheard of during these days and nights of 
treacherous fogs, but the situation was most uncomfortable. When Lieut. Steele 
arrived at the beacon, however, he found it to be just a flashing light and the 
locality anything else but Langley Field. Ahead on the horizon flashed another 
beacon and, thinkin: that this one mist be the Lengley beacon, he headed for it. 


‘The same experience, however, awaited him there, and another beacon was coming 


up on the horizon. 

He now realized he was off the course and calculated he had gone too far 
northwest. Setting a compass course back toward the southeast, he came upon a 
body of water and followed it for about two hours without seeing a sign of a 
landmark. Deciding to turn northward again, he picked up the beacon lights and, 
recognizing them as night airways beacons, he started following them, keeping on 
this course until he arrived at an emergency airways field south of the Fotomac ; 
River at the town of Haynesville, near Warsav, *4. He landed here, ascertained 
his location, pumped extra gas in the upper tanks of the »lane and headed back 
to Langley Field. 

Here Steele aduits pulling a "boner" for not telewhoning to Langley Field. 

He said he did not realize just how long it would take him to return to Langley 
and thought he could return before a telephone call could be put through the 
country towns at that late hour. ; 

Aside from the error of not telephoning, many comments were made by old ex~ 
perienced pilots over the sood judment and level headedness show by this young 
pilot in the emergency. Getting completely lost at night, following airways and 
landing in a strange field by flare, taling off again and returning to the home | 
airdrome without slightest injury to plane or personnel is evidence of skill pro- ) 
bably mach above average. Incidentally, there is a pilot who will be hard to 
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lose - next time. } 

The enlisted passengers, Technical Serfeant Alfred Bernier and Private H.L. 
West, did not mow what the flight was all about until the landing vas made to i 
find location. They thought they had hazpened to get in a plane which was making ; 
a vhale of a long nicht flight. ; 
Lieut. H.G. Montgomery, Jz., co-vilot, said that this was his first nicht [ 


flicht around Langley Field and he was not worried the least bit, because he : 
was "lost" the first few minutes after texing off. . 
---090--- 


SELF2IDGH FILLD HARD HIT BY ACCIDENTS 
By the Ners Letter Correspondent 


The entire personnel of the lst Fursuit Group of Selfridge Field grieves 
the unfortunate and untimely passing of three of its members, 2nd Lieuts. 
Lawrence W. Koons, Air Corps; Charles W. Wilson, Air Reserve, and Sergeant Walter |_ 
W. Lauver, Air Corps, all members of the 17th Pursuit Squadron, which occurred in | 
an airplane accident on December 17, 1951, near New Baltimore, Mich. r 

The accident was the result of a collision between Lieut. Koons, piloting a 
Boeing Pele airplane, and Lieut. Wilson, piloting a iJ-*SA Training plane, in 
which Sergeant Lauver was riding as a passenger. A rlight cf six Pursuit planes 
was engaged in attacking a two-seater Observation plane represented by the PI-dA. 
One attack, consisting of a timed element attack with the leader going underneath, 
had been successfully com lected by the first element and it was on the first at- 
tack of the second element, led by Lieut. Koons, that the crash occurred. 

A simple and very effective ceremony was held at Selfridge Field on the i 
morning of December 19th. <A short ceremony was conducted by Rev. Schollhase, 
Chaplain, Reserve Corps, and tans blow, while the entire command of Selfridge 
Field stood at salute to their fallen comrades. <A memorial flight from the 17th | 
Squadron which was »lanned for that day was called off on account of weather. 
However, a formation of four vlanes, with a blank file, wes flown over Amn Arbor 
on the afternoon of Mondey, December 21st, when services were held for Lievt. 
Wilson at his hone. 

The command of Selfridve Field and the entire Air Corvs has suffered irre- 
trievably by this loss. 

Acding to our sorrow of the fatal accident of December 17th, we now have 
end Lieut. E.H. Hobbitt, Air Reserve, missing. Lieut. Lobbitt departed from 
Selfridge Field on the morning of December 25th for his home at Hot Springs, Va., 
via Uniontown, Fa. He arrived at Uniontown and dewarted at 12:20 F.il. This was 
the last scen of him or his ship. An exhausting search was made by a flicht of | 
six officers from Selfrid.e Field, namely, Captain Eanis C. Whitehead, lst Lieuts. | 
Harlan T. McCormiciz, Raymond EZ. Culbertson, 2nd Lieuts. Thayer S. Olds, Bryant L. 
Boatner and Carl R. Feldaann. 

Neny false reports received from various sources were checked and run dow by} 
automobile when mld weather, fog and snow made flying conditions impossible. 
Airplanes from Bolling Fiela assisted in the search, but to date the plane or the 
pilot has not been found. 

Hd. Note: Wedged in the cockpit of his wrecied plane, Lieut. E.H. Bobbitt 
was found dead on one of the highest veaks of the Cheat Mountains, near Elicins, 
West Va., on January 6th. M.S. Simmons, a farmer, and Carl Reefer, a trapper, 
came upon the wreckage while tramping through the hills in search cf the missing 
aviator, who disappeared on Christmas day. The airplane apparently struck a tree | 
on <ools knob and crashed, bottom down, in the tshes. The peak there rises 
almost 4,000 feet. Three miles south Lieut. Bohbitt would have found a clearing 
on which he could have landed = the only one in that part of the mountains. 

Funerel services for the departed Air Corns oificer were held on Saturday, 
January 9th, at Arlincston National Cemetery, Va. The pallbearers, all of them 
on duty in the Office of the Chief of the Air Corps, Vashingeton, were Captains 
H. M. Elmendorf, Edward HZ. Hildreth, Lieuts. Evers Abbey, ‘Jilliem M. Lanagan, 
Charles W. Sullivan and Zlvin F. Maughan. 

--~000--- 





The 75th Service Squadron, Wheeler Field, T.H., recently completed a .22 
calibre pistol shooting gellary and, by the amount of business done, it would 
seem that the gallery is very popular with the men of the 168th Pursuit Group. 
Some very ¢ood scores have been made, such as laying 10 shots in a one-inch 

ls-sye at 15 yards. 
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MANZUVERS BY 18TH PURSUIT GROUP 


Just a few interesting lights on the recent maneuvers ,wherein the 18th 
Pursuit Group, Wheeler Field, T.H., participated, may zive one some idea why : 
preparation is paramount prior to all major engagements. 

The entire Group went on the alert at 6:00 p.m. on Wednesday and remined 
as such until 6:00 a.m.,on Friday. During the entire 36 hours, all departments 


_ on the field functioned in a very efficient manner. All officer and enlisted 


personnel remained'on the field throughout the alert period, with the exception 
of one officer who was on temporary duty at Wing Headquarters at Fort Shafter. ' 
Pilots obunked in the hangars near their airplanes. 

At 2:04 a.m., Thursday, a cali-to-arms was sounded, and at 2:14 a.m., all 
pilots were in their ships with motors warmed up and in position to take off. At 
2:13 a.m. the same day, a Pel2B airplane from the 19th Pursuit Squadron was de-~ 
livered to the 75th Service Squadron for motor change. The change, including 
running time on the ground, was completed at 4:45 a.m. Request was made for the 
field to be lighted and the airplane was flight-tested for 15 mimtes. ‘The plane 
was: turned back to the 19th Squadron, ready for flight, after an elapsed time of 
2 hours and 52 mimites. ‘the 75th believes this to be a record for motor change 
and test, particularly in view of the fact that it was accomplished at night. 

A crash was simlated on the field during the night. The crash crew was 
notified, and the "crashed" airplane was removed from the flying field in four 
minutes. At 3:00 a.m., an open parachute was received by the Parachute Depart~ 
ment. It was repacked and returned to the organization to which it belonged in 
15 mimates. 

‘Four missions, two of them at night, were performed by the Group during 
the period. In every case the ships were all in the air within eleven mimuites 
after orders were received to take off. Eleven minutes from slumberland to the 
upper air required some fast moving by both pilots and mechanics. 

Telegraphic and telephonic communication was maintained with 18th Composite 
Wing Headquarters at Fort Shafter during this alert period. 

The personnel of the 18th Pursuit Group received valuable training during 


‘this maneuver which will be of material benefit during the coming Army-Navy 


maneuvers in Hawaiian waters in February, 1932. 
* ---000—-—— 


GENERAL MALONE INSPECTS LANGLEY FIELD 


Major-General Peul B. Malone, commanding the Third Corps Area, inspected 
langley Field on December 10th. While at the Field, the General, who was ac- 


companied by: Lieut.-Col. Ned B. Rehkopf, General Staff, was the guest of 


Lieut.~Col. Roy ©. Kirtland. Lieut. Marion L. Elliott was the General's aide 
during the time the latter was at Langley. 

Promptly at nine o'clock, General Malone began his inspection with the 
Second Bombardment Group. Following the Group inspection, the General gave the 
Group Commander, Major H.A. Dargue, a tactical problem wherein it was assumed 
thet a hostile force was crossing the James River Bridge. ‘he mission of the 
Group was to repel this force. The Group got under way a short time following 
the announcement of the problem, and in about 45 minutes the mission was 
completed. 

In the afternoon of December 10th, General Malone directed his inspection 
to the rest of Langley Field, particularly the new mildings under construction. 

---000——- 


31st SQUADRON (Bomb. ). HISTORY DESIRED 


The historian of the 31st Bombardment Squadron, March Field, Calif., is 
busy as a bee these days. ‘The 3lst has a long and brilliant history and prelim- ! 
inary investigation was it that among its war time members were Captain St.Clair 
Streett and Charles S. (Casey) Jones of Curtiss fame. 

During the 1931 maneuvers, Mr. Walter C. Davis, of the Davis Aircraft Cor- 
poration, Richmond, Indiana, and a war-time member of the 3lst Aero Squadron, 
made himself known to Captain Earle G. Harper, then Commanding Officer of the 
Slst. The meeting took place at Wright Field. Mr. Davis furnished Captain 
Harper with a copy of the war-time "skull and bones" insignia of the 3lst and, 
28 a result, permission was requested from the Chief of the Air Corps to regis- 


ser this as the insignia of che "rejuvinated'3lst.. Any former members of the 
Squadron who have data on its history are assured that the historian will appre- 
Clate racaipt of such information. 
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WAR DEFARTMENT ORDERS AFFECTING AIR CORFS OFFICERS 


CHANGES OF STATION: To Bolling Field, D.C.: 1st Lt. Francis B. Valentine: 
from Philivpines. ee Som 
To Chanute Field, Rertov], Ill.: 2nd Lts. A.J. Kerwin Malone from Philip-. 








pines, Milton M. Towner from ranama, F. Edgar Cheatle from Hawaii. 

To Crissy Field, Calif.; lst Lt. Bushrod Hoppin from Philippines. 5 

To Barksdale Field, Shreveport, La: Capt. John FP. Temple, from Scott Field. 

To brooks Field, Texas; ond Lt. Edward A. Dodson from Hawaiian Devt. 

To Langley Field, Va.: lst Lt. Merk R. Woodwarc from Aberdeen Proving 
Ground, Md.; <nd Lt. Willard R. Yolfinbarger from Fhilippines. 

To Kelly Field, Texas: 2nd Lt Fred S. Stocks from Hawaiian Department; lst 
Lieuts. Wilfred H. Hardy and Walter C. White from Fhilippines. 

To Hawaiian Department: 2nd Lt. Hanlon H. Van Auken from Selfridge Field; 
end Lt. Robert B. Davenport from Mather Field, Calif.; 2nd Lt. Joseph W. Baylor 
from Mitchel Field, N.Y.; 2nd Lt. LeRoy Hudson from Brooks Field, Texas; end Lt. 
Charles D. Fator from March Field, Calif.; 2d Lt. Casper P. West, Chanute Field. 

To Panama Canal Dept.: 2nd Lt. Herman F. Woolard from Scott Field, Ill. 

To Philippines; Capt. John G. Whitesides from Wright Field, Ohio; lst Lt. 
Leon W. Johnson from Mitchel Field; 2nd Lts. Walter R. Agee and Richard D.Reeve 
from Chanute Field; lst Lt. Oscar L. Beal and 2nd Lt. Ford L. Fair from Fort 
Crockett; lst Lt. Alfred L. Jewett fro Kelly Field; 2nd Lt. Gerald G. Johnson 
from Fort Sill, Okla.; 2nd Lt. David R. Gibbs from A.F.S., Kelly Field, Texas.. 

To Fort Sill, Okla.: lst Lt. Rowland Kieburtz from Hawaiian Dept. 

To Maxwell Field, Ala.; lst Lt. John A. Case from duty with 37th Division 
Aviation, Cleveland, Ohio; Capt. Aubrey Hornsby from Philippines. 

To Rockwell Field, Calif.: Capt. Harvey H. Holland from foreign service. 

To Newport, R.I.: Major Follett Bradley, Army War College, Washington, to 
Naval War College, as student 1932-1933 course. 

To March Field, Calif.: lst Lts. Kirtley J. Gregg and Milton M. Murphy from 
Philippines. 

To Hars. 9th Corps Area, San Francisco, Calif.; Lieut.-Col. Lawrence W. 
McIntosh from Crissy Field, Caliz. 

RELIEVED FROM DETAIL TO AIR CORPS: 2nd Lieuts. Andrew J. Adams, Van H.Bond, 
James H. Carlisle, Howard H. Dudley, Charles E. Hoy, Earle B. Leeper, Victor J. 
McLaughlin and Ferold R. thlman to Fort Francis E. Warren, Wyo.; Wn. J. Mahoney 
to Infantry, 2nd Div., Ft. Sam Houston, Texas; lst Lt. John H. Hinds and 2nd Li. 
Robert J. Cardell to Field Artillery, 2nd Div. , Fort Sam Houston; end Lt. Jom 
F.M. Kohler to 13th Cavalry, Fort Riley, Kansas; end It. Stephen R. Hanmer to 
‘th Engineers, Fort Beuning, Ga.; 2nd Lt. Chester J. Diestel to 6th Coast Art., 
Fort Winfield Scott, Calif.; 2nd Lt. Robert Perd to 6th C.A., Ft-Winfield Scott. 

TRANSFERRED [O THE AIR CORPS; 2nd Lts. Harry G. Montgomery, Inf. and Harold 
Q. Huglin, Field Artillery, with rank from June 13, 1929. 

PROMOTIONS: 1st Lt. Charles H. Dowman to Captain, rank from Dec. 12th; end 
Lts. Shelton E. Prudhomme and Leon W. Johnson, rank from Dec. 1, 1931; Guy B. 
Henderson, rank from Dec. 3, 1931, to lst Lieutenant. 

RETIREMENT: 2nd Lieut. Frank L. Skeldon, Station Hospital, Ft. Sam Houston, 
Texas, to proceed to his home to await retirement. 

ORDERS REVOKED; Assignment of 2nd Lt. John C. Crosthwaite to March Field. 


-—=—900-—— 









































COLONSL LONGANECKER GOES TO SAI ANTONIO. 


Lieut.—~Col. Ira Longanecker, for the past four years Chief of the Informa- 
tion Division of the Office of the Chief of the Air Corps in Washington, was 
' transferred to Fort Sam Houston, Texas, to assume the duties of Air Officer of 
the Eighth Corps Area. ‘The Colonel left for his new station the first of the 
year. 

During his tour of duty in Washington, Col. Longanecker supervised the 
photographic, press relations and foreign liaison activities of the Air Corps, 
and in 1941 headed the Intelligence Section of the Staff of the lst Air Division 
during its extensive air maneuvers throughows vie northeast. 

Col, Longanecker's devarture occasioned much regret, Best wishes are ex- 
tended him for success in his new assignment. 

---000-—— 


General Henry C. Pratt, Col. A. W. Robins and ten other officers on duty at 
the Materiel Division, Wright Field, paid a visit to Selfridze Field, Mich., on 
January 8th. ‘The General and his party made the visit an cccasion for a serics 
of consultations regarding engineering end supply matters and of visiting and- 
looking over the new construction at the field. The party made the trip ina 
(-4A (Ford tri-motor) airplane, pilated by Liewt. H.G. Crocker, of Wright Field. 
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NOTES FROM AIR CORPS FIELDS 
---00000--- 


Air Corps Tactical School, Maxwell Field,Montgomery,Ala. ,Jan.1,1932: 





The Tactical School was recently honored by a visit of Assistant Secretary 
of War for Aviation, F. Trubee Davison, and General Fechet, Chief of the Air 
Corps, en route to New Orleans, where Mr. Davison was scheduled to make an 
address, ( 

The outbreak of promotions continues, with Lieuts. Harold George and Emil 
C. Keil, receiving the coveted honor with the usual appropriate ceremonies 
rendered more amusing by the unwonted bashfulness of the recipients. Officers 
wno have never seen a promotion list are now inquiring as to where suci a thing 
may be found. 

Maj. G.E. Lovell, Jr., notified of his award of the decoration as an 
"Officer of the Order of St.Maurice and Lazarus!" by the Italian Government in 
recognition of services rendered by him while Assistant Military Attache for 
Air to Italy during the period 1927-1931, 

The construction of permanent buildings continues despite a few unbeliev- 
ers, the new Post Exchange building being the latest accepted. It has not 
been occupied yet, so no one knows what is wreug with it. 

he construction of a new water,tower of 300,000-gallon capacity insures 
bigzer and better baths for Maxwell Field, but throws the old 50,000-gallon 
one on tne market. Someone bid $5.00 for it for a bird bath, provided the 
Government would take it down. The offer was referred to the higher author- 
ities for instructions, 

Hunting prospects in this vicinity are rapidly being classified as the 
well-known so-and-so rumors, and would-be Nimrods are losing enthusiasm. The 
latest unsuccessful one was a daybreak squirrel hunt staged by three officers 
and a sergeant. Their first mistake was hunting in the woods instead of the 
school, But be that as it may, one captain, who is turning gray, failed to 
Shave and as a result was wearing an airedale fringe of soft gray. On entering 
the woods, he was startled to have a very young gray squirrel rush forward in 
welcome, squeaking "mamma", He was so startled that his gun went off and 
killed the young offspring. This officer has now lodged the grave accusation 
that the sergeant lured him on the expedition for use as live bait. 

Rotten flying weather handicapped flying activities of the school but 
resulted in a number of welcome visitors being rained in, among whom was Capt. 
H.W. Flickinger, who came down to ferry a P-12-C back to Dayton. Then Licuts, 
Halverson, Arnold, Vandenburg, Nowland, Wertzsmith and Mower, ferrying training 
Planes to Randolph Field, were delayed two days. Maj. C.F. Bevans, M.C. and 
Capt. Myron Wood, en route to Bolling, were also delayed. 

One of the interesting annual events of the Army was completed-with the 
conclusion of the inspection of Maxwell Field by Col. C.A. Bach, I.G.D., In- 
spector General of the Fourth Corps Area. The aftermath of this inspection 
will probably be still more interesting for the individuals concerned, 

Orders assigning lst Lieut. K.C. McGregor to Maxwell Field were greeted 
with delight, for the shortage of officers for staff and post duties insures 
every officer's having enough to do to keer Im from growling about the weather, 
Every chance to share these duties with anyone else is a source of pleasure; 
generosity is personified here, 

The arrival of three B-6 airplanes gives the students more things to fly 
with no place to go. These arrivals more than conterbalance the loss of an 
0-25 that flopped Lient. J.W. Persons in a muddy corn field, Our record of 
Success with 0-25's averages exactly fifty per cent casualties on cross-coun- 
try missions, 

Major Curry, A.C., Commandant, and Maj. Hume Peabody, A.C., Assistant 
Commandant, ferried two BT-2B's from Bolling, 

Social activities of the School continue in full swing and include many 
functions given by the residents of Montgomery, The present popularity of 
the Air Corps promises to be increased by the publication of the Junior League 
edition of the Montgomery "Advertiser" of the impressions of thé city by offi- 
cers of the school, Capt. Don Wilson contributed: "Montgomery, a genial vil- 
lage that has not outgrcwn-its cobblestones",while Major Burwell contributes: 
"September Morn!!!" Use your own judgment on the last, 
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Randolph Field, Texe7, 2. woer 18th: 





Second Lieut. John E, Barr, stucent officer at Randolph Field, was crit- 
ically wouuded as the result of a gun battle which terminated with the death of 
Thomas Bemus, 18, San Antonio High School sty¢ent, who with two masked compan- 
ions held up Lieut. Barr and his companion, Miss Jane Coiss, as they were re- 
‘turning early Sunday morning, December 13th,. from a dance at the Saddle Club, 
While one youth remained at the wheel of an automobile, his two masked 
companions walked up to Lieut. Barr's car, With threats of a beating to be 
administered, Bemus ordered Lieut. Barr to get out of the car, As he stepped 
from the car, Barr removed a pistul from the door pocket, and one of the masked 
boys fired at the officer, striking him in the chest. Lieut. Barr returned 
the fire, and his assailant fell. Several other shots went wild. 

‘The other youth then fled to the car ¢.d the automobile roared away, With 
Miss Vonee, Lieut. Barr drove to the Olmos Drug Store, Tuere, it was found 
that the bullet had penetrated his chest just under the right lung. He was 
treated by a physician and sent to the station hospital at Ft.Sam Houston, 

William Duke, 19, hotel belibo;7,and Milton Bllis, another High School 
student, were apprehended when they arrived at the Robert B. Green Memorial 
Hospital, with the body of Bemus, Not lmnowing that their compaion was dead, 
they had returned to the scene to remove him to a hespital., Later, it was 
learned that the same youths had participated in several other noldups Satur- 
day night, when some of the stolen articles were discovered on their persons, 

An inquest into the death ov Bemus wos -c ‘““cte4 t: Justice of the Peace 
Shook, Monday, December 14th. Funeral services for the dead youth were held 
tuat afternoon, Bemus is survived by his mother, one sister and one brother, 
all living in San Antonio. 

Latest reports from the hospital state that Lieut. Barr's condition is 
‘improving. 

_ Maj. Martin recently entertained the Justices of the Peace and constables 
in order to become acquainted and to establish proper coordination witn peace 
officers of the surrounding community. A luncheon was served at the Bachelor 
Officers Quarters at 1:00 P.M., after which a tour of inspection was made of 
the entire post. 

In the afternoon and evening of November 2lst, the Officers and non-com- 
missioned officers and their wives and children were guests of the Seguin Cham- 
ber of Commerce, There was a well-filled program of entertainment, which start- 
ed with a football game tetween Randolph Field and a Imtheran College team at 
3:30. Both teams ployed crce™le:nt football. The Intheran College won with a 
score of 7 to 6, after the referce disallowed an additional touch down claimed 
by Randolph Field. 

A barbecue was served to some 600 visi'ors, after which a theater party 
was enjoyed. The Segiin Elks Club was host to the commissioned officers with 
a dance beginning at 8:30, ‘The American Legion was host to the non-conmissioned 
officers at the Seguin Bowling Club. Marz officers and their wives expressed 
themselves as highly pleased with the courtesy exvended vy the Seguin Chamber 
of Commerce, Classes were suspended during the afternoon to enable student 
officers and non-commissioned officers to attend the entertainment. 


March Field, Riverside, Calif., December 16, 1931: 





Shortly before the departure of the 7+* ™-.sberdme~+ Group units from Rock- 
well Field for their new home at March Fie.d, they were unfortunate in losing 
the following able officers of the Air Corps Resevoe who reverted to inactive 
Status: end Lieuts, Wallace J, O'Daniels, Rubbis M. Thornton, Russell W. Munson, 
Edward F, Kiessig, James A. Fisk, James D. Kreyssler and Richard M. McGlinn. 

‘Maj. G.H. Brett, Cormencing Officer of Selfridge Field, stopped off en 
route to the East and tricc out one of the new P-12E's, He was very favorably 
impressed with the plane, 

Major Leo Walton, Lieuts. Barrey Tooher and Homer Chandler recently re- 
turned from the Engineering Conference held at Wriv~ht Field. Maj. Walton went 
onto the office of the Chief of the Air Corps oa c-ficics business for the 
« Commanding Officer, and thereby avoided the experience of a rather exciting 
train wreck in which Lieuts, Tooner and Chandler participated, Lieut. Chandler 
‘Stated that three train wrecks were too many and Lieut. Tooher said one was 
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enough, Both declared that from now on they prefer to travel by air. 

Shortly before the departure for March Field, more or less as a farewell 
gesture, the Rockwell Field Tennis Team took the Naval Air Station Team into 
camp. Score: Army 5, Navy 3. One match unfinished. Lieuts. J.B. Briggs, 

J.NW,. Stone and &.K. Robinson, 95th Pursuit Squadron; Lieuts. C.H. Howard and 
R.A. Munson, llth Bombardment Squadron and Pvt. Dolf Muehleisen, 7th Bombard- 
ment Group Headquarters, comprised the victorious Army team. 

Among the passengers on the new U.S.A.1T. REPUBLIC, when it sailed November 
25th from San Francisco, was Sgt. J.B, Koziak, llth Bombardment Squadron, who 
for the past several months was NCO, in charge of the Sauadron Armament Section. 
Set. Koziak goes to the ¢th Observation Squadron, Luke Field, T.H., as replace- 
ment for Sgt. Andrew J, Levesque. 

March Field's supply of Bombardment ships was increased by ferry trips 
performed by Capt. James L. Grisham, Lieuts. Charles H. Howard, Jonn M. Davies, 
F.W. Ott, C.D. Fator and J.L. Magden, ‘These officers piloted 0-38's East and 
picked up Keystone B-dA's at Langley Field for delivery to the 7th Bombardment 
Group. 

The llth Bombardment Squadron suffered the loss of lst Lieut. William L. 
Scott, Jr., for the past three years squadron Operations Officer, when orders 
were received for his transfer to the Panama Canal Department. 

Fourth down end goal to go} The fourth officer, within recent date, has 
filled a blank file by taking unto himself a "ball and chain", The uninitiated 
and the experienced are - Captain Miles W. Kresge, Capt. Earl G,. Harper, Lieut. 
Lewis R. Parker and Tieut. T.E. Nettleton. 

7th Bombardment Group: Coincident with the publication of the Surgeon 
General's annual report, stating that automesise accidents constitute the lead- 
ing cause of the 533 deaths in the Army last year, March Field personnel seemed 
to be the victims of an epidemic of automobile accidents. 

On the evening of November 23d, Pvts. lst Cl. William Huber and Cuarles 
A. Lyons, both of Headquarters, 7th Bombardment Group, were among a party of 
four in Lyon's Ford Roadster when it left the highway and overturned. Huber, 
the driver, who was blinded by the lights of an oncoming truck, suffered in- 
juries, necessitating the immediate amputation of his left arm, The rest of 
the party escaped with slight injuries, Huber was taken to the Hospital at 
Palméale, Calif., near the scene of the accident,and later removed to Letter- 
man General Hospital, San Francisco, in the 64th Service Squadron's big Ford 
Transport, piloted by Mr.Sgt. Boyd Ertwine and attended by Maj. Lewis E, Browne 
(MC) of the March Field Post Hospital. 

On December Sth, Pvts, Walters, Stackwell and Boston, llth Sauadron, and 
Mathews, 9th Squadron, miraculously escaped serious injury when their car skid- 
ded off the snow packed road in the San Jacinto mountain district near the 
field and came to a stop astride a huge boulder, the only thing which prevented 
a further descent to the foot of a very steep canyon. , 

On December 6th, Cpl. Yeawer and Pvt. 1st Cl. Frank, Headquarters, 7th 
Bombardment Group, accompanied by Pvt. Gesv.evson, 7Uti: Squadron, all homeward 
bound from a week end in Los Angeles, were severely cut and bruised when their 
car left the highway between Pomona and Puente and crashed into a row of trees, 
The accident was caused by Garretson's effort to avoid an oncoming truck, All 
three were treated at Pomona Hospital for minor injuries, 

Any traveler in the vicinity of March Field, on the evening of Nov. 18th, 
was a witness to a very realistic mock war staged through the cooperation of 
pilots and ships of the 7th Bombardment Group and a detachment of officers and 
enlisted men from the 63d Coast Artillery (AA) from Ft, MacArthur, near Los 
Angeles, Calif. 

Three Curtiss Condor bombers of the 1lth Bombardment Squadron operated 
from a two-mile altitude over the Riverside-March Field-Winchester Area, for a 
three-hour period, With Lieut. Charles H, Howard (Squadron Commander) leading 
the three-ship element, and Lieuts. Snavely and Ronin flying the wing positions, 
the ships left the ground at 6:30 P.ifs and were soon lost from sight, Over 
Riverside the ships separated and, following a carefully pre-arranged schedule, 
flew over the field at ten-minute intervals and at altitudes ranging from 
6,000 to 10,000 feet. As soon as the sound detectors of the Artillerymen picked 
up the drone of the huge Conqueror motors, long figures of light combed the sky, 
groping for the mock enemy, The efforts of the Artillerymen met with success 
in most cases, in so far as keeping the ships "on the spot" was concerned, 
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Despite the fact that all the flying persounel.wore over 50 pounds of 
additional clothing, they reported upon their descent, that this "Sunny Cali- 
fornia" stuff does not apply at this time of the year. . 

An unusual number of large black cigars was noted among the officers of 
the post on December lst. The occasion was the promotion of Lieut. Younger A. 
Pitts to Captain. Captain Pi'ts is at this time in command of the 9th Bombard- 
ment Scuadron. Congratulations were exte-¢c © .;o.1 te Seserved advancement of 
this popular and efficient officer, 

The llth Squadron has for the time being, a new squadron Commander in the 
person of lst Lieut. Ralph A. Snavely, due to the temporary absence of lst 
Lieut. Charles H. Howard on en extended cross-country trip to Langley Tield, 
in connection with tie fey ng to this station of new Keystone B-3A's, 

Two new non-comaissioned officer replacements from foreign service joined 
tne llth Bombardment Squadron on Novewber idSth, Staff-Set. Roy Medcalf, 2éth 
Bomuurdirent Squadron, Camp Iiclcels, and Sgt. Andrew R. Levesque, 4th Observa- 
tion Squadron, Iuke Field, were the two new "#-:-s Squadron mombers", 

Lieut. Charles H. Howard recently flew to slnambra, Calif., to address 
the student body.of the Abraham Lincoln High School. ‘His subject was "The 
Modern Airplane", and his talk was received with interest and enthusiasm. - The 
gathering of 2400 students mede this evident. Lieut, Howard spoke at the in- 
vitation of Cant, Wing (Retired), R.0O.T.C. instructor at Lincoln Hish, 

From November 15th to Noverbur 24th, certain personnel of the 7th Bombard- 
ment Group, received a taste of the difficulties under which a "commuter" 
lives and works. 

Service test on the L-l type bomb sig:> was begun at Rockwell Field on 
Novemver 16th, Because of the unavailability of a suitable bombing range near 
March Field, it was necessary to conduct the test at Rockvell. 3-2 bombers 
from the llth Squadron were used throughout the test, Two bombing teains were 
furnished by the llth Sanadron end one by the Zlst Squacron, Enlisted person- 
nel were furnished by the 9th, 1llti and Slst Squadrons. A total of 115 bombs 
(10C lb. and 300 1b.) were dropped from altitudes of 6000, 9000 and 12,000 
feet. Test was completed on Nov. c4th, Bombing teems flew daily to Rockvell, 
rationing at noon at the Rockwell Officers! Club and the 76th Service Squadron 
Mess, and returning nome in the late afternoon, 

Tne personnel of the 23d Photo Sectirr “¢ *imned to 7th Bombardment Group) 
has been making the proverbial busy bee lucx lixe a sloth and a dullard in com- 
parison. Their activities in the past month included a great deal of mosaic 
work, the biggest part of which was a photographic mosaic of the terrain West 


7? 
of Los Angeles, covering approximately 40 sa. miles, for tne Olympic Games 
Committee, This vrejcct +s carried out by lst Lieut. Donald G. Stitt, Command- 


ing the Section and Tech, Sgt. S.A. McAlko. 

The 23d Photo Section will prob:bly have a new "in command" in the near 
future, Lieut. Donald G, Stitt, at present in command, leaves. soon for the 
Hawaiian Department. Lieut. Minton Kaye just ~rrived from service in Hawaii 
and received assignment to the 23d Photo Secv.on. 

The personnel of the 9th ond 3lst Bombardment Squadrons have been meeting 
with unexpected success in tracing the wartime and succeeding histories of 
their respective organizations. 

A letter was received from Capt. St.Clair Streett of Wright Field, a war- 

.time member of the 31st, which aids that.squadron considerably in its histori- 
cal research, 

The 9th Bombardment Squadron recently had word from a former member of 
the Squadron, who was with the organization almost all through the war, and 
he is expected to be of material assistance in verifying part of that souad- 
ron's claim to a niche in the hall of illustrious organizations. 

iv7th Pursuit Group: Capt. Frank O'D. Hunter, Group Commander, and Lieut. 
David D. Graves, 95th Pursuit Squadron, returned Mov. 2&th, from Seattle, after 
inspecting a new high speed Pursuit airplane of the Boeing factory. This air- 
plane is expected to be ready for production in February. 

Capt. William C. Morris, who reported to March Field from the Philippine 
Department, where he was Adjuteat of the 3rd Pursuit Squadron at Clark Field, 
Fort Stotsenburg, was detailec as Group Operations Officer, vice Lieut. Joel 
E. Mallory, The latter was assi ned to the v4n Pursuit Squadron, where he 
Will be a Flight Commander, 
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Three officers who recently reported for duty with this Group from Wheeler 
Field, Hawaiian Department, First Lieuts, Joel L. Loutzenheiser, John H,Dulli- - 
gan and Stewart W. Towle, were assigned as Assistant Group Operations Officer, 
EBazineering Officer of the 73d Pursuit Squadron and Group Supply Officer, re- 
spectively. 

Lieut. Clarence M. Sartain, Air-Res., was married Nov, 25th, at Santa 
Maria, ‘Calif., and left soon after for his home in San Antonio, Texas, where 
he was called by the death of his father, 

Lieut. Leo H. Dawson, Cormanding Officer, 95th Pursuit Squadron, departed 
Nov. 18th on ten days! leave of absence, Lieut. James E, Briggs commands the 
95th during the absence of Lieut, Darson, 

Tech. Sgt. Glenn E. Freshwater, 70th Service Squadron, received orders 
transferring him to the Hawaiian Department, and to depart on the December 
30th transport. 

Since November 9th, guard mount was 2 fo.mal ceremony conducted at this 
station daily. This Group and the 7th Bombardment Group furnish the guard and 
perform the ceremony on alternate days, There is a keen rivalry between the 
two groups as to which performs the smartest ceremony, The music, as well as 
the rivalry, attracts quite a number of spectators to the parade ground, which 
is located between tire Hospital and Post Exchange. Regulations governing For- 
mal Guard Mount and the Manual of the Sabre have been working overtime, Adju- 
tants, Officers of the Day and Officers of the Guard have discovered that wear- 
ing white lisle gloves are no help to them in manipulating their sabres, To 
date, however, no accidents of a serious natvre were reported, 


Scott Field, Belleville, Ill., December 23, 1931: 





Staff Sgt, Max Bronkhurst, Signal Corps pigeoneer at Scott Field for the 
past 18 months, departed for his new station at Ft. Sam Houston, Texas, With 
the financial assistance and cooperation offered by the Commanding Officer, 
Lt.-Col. John 4. Paegelow, the Scott Field loft has made an excellent showing 
during Set. Bronkhurst's tour of duty. Birds from the loft entered all the 
big races in the central part of the United States and.won numerous awards, 

In the many pigeon shows the past two seasons, Scott Field homers have usually 
carried off the major portion of ribbons in their classes, and Col. Paegelow 
was beginning to wonder whether he would have to enlarge his office in order to 
make room for the trophies, wer 

Pvt. Harry Meyer, whose home was in-St.Louis for many years, replaced Set. 
Bronkhurst as pigeoneer, Pvt. Meyer has been at the Ft. Monmouth lofts for 
nearly three years, where he has received valuable instruction under Thomas 
Ross, the Army pigeon expert, 


Maj. Lyle C. White, Medical Corps, re,orved for-duty at Scott Field, re- 
placing Maj. Harrison H, Fisher, who was ordered to Dayton. 


Selfridge Field, Mich., Dec. 15, 1931: 





Maj. George H, Bret:, Commanding Officer of Selfridge Field, returned 
Dec. 13th, after having enjoyed two weeks! leave of absence at Menlo Park,Calif, 

Maj. Brett left by rail Nov. 17th to the West Coast to secure and ferry 
an 0-383 from the Douglas Aircraft Co., Inc., Santa Monica, Calif., to Wright 
Field, Dayton, Ohio, for delivery to the 107th Chservation Squadron, 32d Divi- 
sion Aviation, Michigan National Guard. 

Arriving at Santa Monica, Nov. 20th, -he proceeded to Menlo Park, where he 
spent his leave of absence. 

The 0-38 was received from the contractor on Dec. 7th, and Maj. Brett com-. 
menced his long journey homeward, via March Field, Riverside, Calif.; Tucson 
and Phoenix, Arizona; Fort. Bliss and Sweetwater, Texas; North Kansas City, Mo,; 
Scott. Field, Ill, and Dayton, Ohio, arriving thereat on Dec, 12th, The trip 
from Wright Field to Selfridge Field was made by rail during the night of 
Dece 12th. The only incident which marred the trip was a delay of one day at 
Sweetwater, Texas, due to inclement weather, 

Maj. Brett had the pleasure of conducting Jean de la Cierva, inventor of 
the Autogiro type of. airplane and party on an inspection trip around Selfridge 
Field, After seeing the new buildings, etc., the party proceeded to St.Clair, 
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Mich,, where Cierva inspected the new pusher type of Autogiro, made by whe 
Buhl Aircraft Corp. 

General Mitchell, former Assistant Chief of Air Corps, visited Selfridge 
Field, Jan. 2nd. He was conducted around the post by Major Brett. The General 
vas keenly interested in th> new construction and remarked that the hangars 
were the most complete he had.ever seen. General Mitchell was impressed by the 
new type of planes and inquisitive of future development of Pursuit. 


Third Attack Group, Fort Crockett, Texas, Dec. 15, 1931: 


a. 





Two Attack planes, belonging to the 90th Attack Squadron, were damaged by 
fire the night of Nov. 18th, in the large hangar at Ft. Crockett. The fire was 
discovered at about 10:00 o'clock by the airdrome guard, when he saw smoke is- 
suing from the hangar in which the planes of both the 8th and 90th Attack Squad- 
rons are kept, 

Help was quickly summoned from the Post, and in a very short time the 
flames had been checked, but not before most of the fabric on one, and part of 
another piane had beon destroyed. Luckily, the two Attack planes were right 
next Lo the hangar doors enabling the men to stop ali danger immediately. 

The first of a series of radio broadcasts this season by the Third Attack 
Group Orchestra was given on Dec. 9th over radio station KFUL, Galveston, Texas, 
The band, under the direction of Warrant Officer Carl Mueller, played overtures, 
marches and popular pieces, This program has been made a weekly feature of the 
radio station. 

The duck season in Texas came to a close Dec. 15th. All in all, it was 
oaly a fair year for the officers and men wiio made use of the Third Attack 
Group duck camp at Matagorda. 

Second Lieut. Walter S. Lee departed I[e-. 1€th on 12 days! leave prior to 
Sailing from San Francisco on Dec, 30th, ior nawaii, to begin a tour of duty. 

Lieut. Lee was a member of the 60th Service Squadron, since his graduation 
from the Air Corps Flying School at Kelly Field in 1928, The officers and men 
of the Third Attack Group wish him cloudless skies and hapny landings. 

Lieut. and Mrs, Rob rt =, Taylor received the congratulations of all their 
frisnds over the birth oz a son, Robert Kinder, Jr., on Monday morning, Dec. 
14th, at the John Sealy Hospital. 

Three squash courts recently completed are kept busy most of the time by 
the officers.and enlisted men, The officers are required to take a certain 
amount of instruction. in the game, and then <. prosccived amount of exercise 
each week in the courts, 

The enlisted men are given the use of the courts from six to nine in the 
evening. ' 

A balcony was constructed to enable svectators to watch the players, A 
shower room and a Loc’sor room vers constructed to add to the convenience of 
the players, 


Bolling Field, Anacostia, D.C., December 24, 1931: 





™ 


One flight from Bolling during the month of December was posted at the 
Operations Office with considerable regret, when General Fechet took off for 
New York on-his last flight as Chief of the Air Corps, Incidentally, the fare- 
well party given the Generai at the Army and Navy Country Club near Washington, 
is still being discussed as one of the best parties held in these parts in re- 
cent years, which, considering Washington's extensive social calendar, means 
that it was quite a get-together, 

The signer holiday plans this year featured the anmal Children's Christ- 
mas Party. This party has becouc an affair cf aderradigiann importance to the 
Air Corps' younger generation in and arow..c Tasnington. ust year, over 60 
children attended and old Santa himself, whiskers, a etn and all, follow- 
ing the best traditions of the Air Corps, arrived via plane personally to 
present each youngster with a nice present. Bolling Field, by the way, is 
quite proud of its junior si::wing, « roll call of the officers! families on 
the Post discloses the vir: covisfactory total of 18 children. Major Davidson, 
as C.0., sets a splendid exemple in this regard, and is justly proud of the 

-latest addition to the Davidson h ousehold - twin girls, Frances and Julia by 
name, 
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Although Lieut. Giovannoli is not registered as yet on the exclusive roll 
of the Caterpillar Club, it can not be said that he isn't giving the matter 
due consideration. In conducting tests on the new Hoffman triangular parachute 
he has already made one jump during the month. Four of the men working with 
him have followed his example with the result ‘:4' Zolling Field is becoming 
quite the training center for embryo caterpillars, 

The latter part of December witnessed much cleaning out of desks and files 
in the various offices on the post. Unfortunately, it was not prompted by 
high and worthy resolves to turn over a new leaf with the New Year, but by a 
general svapping under orders, of jobs among the younger officers, viz:- Lieut. 
Stranathan as Post Exchange Officer; Lieut. Yeager, Assistant Engineering Of- 
ficer; Lieut. Willis, Mess Officer and Assistant Operations Officer; Lieut. 
Robertson, pt Adjutant; Lieut. Giovannoli, Detachment Supply Officer 
and Assistant Operations Officer and Lieut. Pugh, Assistant Engineering Officer, 

Pilots who are so taken with the scenery, or otherwise wander so far 
afield that they fail to arrive at Bolling before the shades of night have 
fallen, will welcome the news that a blinker system is being installed for 
the field's boundary ligrts. These, no doubt, will wink quite confidentially 
at late arrivals and their excuses, 

Possibly Capt. Eaker's beaming countenance upon nie return to the Post 
from his honeymoon in Panama, was the link in the chain of circumstances which 
led up to Lieut. Stranathan's downfall, At any rate, the bachelors and ladies 
of Bolling Field (and elsewhere) received quite a shock in the announcement 
of "Pinky's" engagement to Miss Anne Butl¢r 22. tersou, As is usual in such 
cases, the patient is in very high spirits. 

Whether it wes actually the fog over western Ohio or the resolve wpon the 
part of the particular Bolling 038 in question to have a good joke on the 
field's new crash truck, we will leave to Lieut. J.P. Ryan, of Langley Field, 
to answer, <At any rove, lis cross-country to Indianapolis from Bolling Field 
ended in a Buckeye pasture, some 60 miles from Fairfield, with the 033 minus 
a landing gear and one wing, 


18th Composite Wing, Fort Shafter, T.H., Deemm™rr 19 1932: 





The first half of a transportation problem was successfully completed 
when, on Nov. 27th, the Wheeler Field Sikorsky, piloted by Lieut. B.B. Hoffman,’ 
was flown to the Island of Maui, carrying as passengers. Col. J.P. Barney, 8th 
Field Artillery; Capt. R.H. Finley, Adjutant, Wheeler Field; Capt. L.M. Dyke, 
Medical Corps; and Mr. R.C. Terner, civilian observer. The plane landed at 
the field near Lahaina and departed the following day. 

This wing participated in several missions during the month, preparatory 
to the maneuvers in February, 1932, Inshore and offshore patrols, range find- 
ing and spotting missions, bombing, drop messages and photographic missions 
were successfully carried out. It is believed that these preparatory maneuvers 
will enable personnel of this Wing to perform successfully any mission or mis- 
Sions which may be requested of them during the February maneuvers. 

.Lieuts, Nick Craw, Otto Weyland, Guy F, ix ‘tind H.L. Smith, having arrived 
on the U.S.A.T RERUBLIC, were immediately taken over by their many friends and 
given a taste of Hawaiian hospitality. Lieut. Craw vas assigned to Wheeler 
Field and: Lieuts. Weyland, Hix and Smith to Iuke Field, 

Fifth Composite Group, Inve Field, T.H.: On November llth, one plane was 
dispatched from this airdrome for the purpose cf droppi: eg leis on the water of 
the Natatorium at Waikiki Beach, in commemoration of those members of the mil- 
itary service from the Territory of Hawaii who gave their lives during the 
World War. 

November e2lst, tne Sikorsky rescue airplane, with 2nd Lieut. Robert E.L. 
Choate, pilot; Pvt. lst Cl. Charles F. Bibts, crew chief; and Pvt. Morley S. 
Roberts, redio operator; made a training inter-island flight, transporting 
Capts, B.T, Burt and Carl F. Greene, A.C, and Mr. D.L. McClelland, Civil Ser- 
vice employee, to Upolu Poir+t, Island of Hawaii, for the purpose of inspecting 
Service tanks recently installed.at Upolu Point. a-1 the warehouse at Home- 
stead Field, Island of Molokai. ~ 

The 72nd Bombardment Squadron now holds first place in the Inter-Squadron 
Boxing with a lead of 55 points over its nearest rivals, the 4th Observation 
Squadron. 





- 29 - V-6227,A.C. 











On Nov. 28th, the Post Volleyball Team defeated the Ft. Kamehameha team 
to win the Sector Championship. lILieut. Pryce is to be commended on the way he 
brovsht us our second Sector Championship this year. The team lost but one con- 
test. 

The Luke Field glider, which was entered in the National Glider Meet, held 
at the Galt Glider Airport, was definitely put out of commission when it crash- 
ed during its second trial flight. Lieut, T 1 )s>.., pilot of the glider at the 
time, suffered no more than a heartache at seeing four months of hard work go 
"boom" in as many seconds. Iuke Field wishes the Wheeler Field entry the best 
of luck, 

During the period Oct. 27th to Nov. 6th, the 4th Observation Squadron was 
engaged in practice maneuvers, in preparation for the actual maneuvers to be 
held in February, 1932, ‘ie Squadron perrormed artillery adjustment, recon- 
naissance, photography and drop message missions, 

On Nov. 4th and 5th, this Squadron performed continuous night patrols of 
the northern shores o* Oahu from 6:00 PM. to 6:00 AM. daily.Thée maneuvers were 
carried on successfully throughout the entire period. Accurate firing data 
was furnished the Coast Artillery, and enemy fleet loeations were reported im- 
mediately to Headquarters, Hawaiian Department by radio. The time flown by the 
personnel of the Squadron during these maneuvers totalled 33 hours and 50 min- 
utes, The remainder of the month was spent in aerial gunnery on tow-targets 
and instrument flying missions, 

Boxing now holds the limelight at this station. The Group keenly feels 
the loss of "Al" Story and "Shanty" Kregan, both masters of the art of fisti- 
cuffs, who could always be der2r73d on to chalk up scores for the Group. 

Fist Lieut, Edgar T. Noyes who with l** ° wily Cev.rcted for the mainland 
on the U.S.A.T. GRANT on Nov. 3d, was assigned to duty at March Field, River- 
Side, Calif. 

Three popular bachelor officers also departed for stations on the mainland 
on Nov. 3d:-2nd Lieuts. Tallmadge L. Boyd and Joseph B. Stanley, Jr., Air-Res.; 
and Mari: D.S. Steensc., ...°. Lieuts. Boyd and Stanley were ordered to Mitchel 
Fielc, Long Island, N.Y. to await orders to proceed to their homes after two 
years on Extended Active Duty Reserve status. Lieut. Stcenson was assigned to 
Mather Field, Calif. . 

In accordance with the provisions of Trcoir’ 1 Resulntions 440-40, the an- 
nual Aerial Gunnery and Bombing Course was conducted during the training period 
Nov. 1, 1930 to June 30,1931, for officers of this Command, A total of 38 of- 
ficers qualified as follows: Expert Aerial Gunner (Pilot's Course) 9; Expert 
Aerial Gunner (Observer's Course), 26; Aerial Sherpshooter (Pilot's Course),3. 

Hawaiian Air Depot, iuke Field, 7.H.: The Engineering Department was ex- 
ceedingly busy during November, isceping up with the airplane overhaul schedule, 

In the Aero Repair, major overnauls were accomplished on 7 airplanes, in- 
cluding 3 A-3B, 2 0-19B, 1 IB-6 and 1 P-12C. In addition to routine work or- 
ders, the carpenters from the Acero Repair w.rked on a new sand blast building 
which is rapidly nearing completion, The equipment for this new bvilding is 
being constructed by this Department. 

In the Engine Repair Section, a total of 13 planes were overhauled. Major 
overhauls were made on 3 V-1150, 5 R-1340 and 2 R-1750 engines, and minor over- 
hauls on 3 V-1150 engines. ns 

A flight to the Island of Kauai was made Nov. 25th by Capts. Byron T, Burt 
and Carl F. Greene, A.C., flying an 0-19 airplane; Lieut. Charles G, Williamson, 
A.C., and Major Brooke, M.C., in a Bomber; escorted by Lieut. Robert 3.L. Choate 
flying the Sikorsky. The purpose of the flight was to deliver the caretaker 
and supplies to Port Allen Airport, and to ~a~ formal acceptance of the fuel- 
ing installations at that field. 

The Good Ship, "Republic", brought in on Dec. 8th, Messrs. J.P. Baird, 
‘A.W, Lorain and L.R. Jackson, civilian employees; who were given the old 
Hawaiian Hospitality upon arrival. | 

This Department recci+<4 8 P-12E airplanes on the U.S.A.T. MBIGS on Dec, 
elst. After being assembled, these planes will be assigned to Wheeler Field. 

18th Pyrsuit Group, Wheeler Field, 7.H,: Night flying has started again 
and the 6th Pursuit Squadron is sutting them up in elements and flights these 
nights in preparation for the #ebruary maneuvers. The beauty of Hawaii in the 
moonlight makes night flying a delight. On the occasion of our last flight at 
night, we were treated to a rare spectacle - a lunar rainbow - which remained 
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arched over the Waianae Mountains all evenings. 

An exceedingly interesting and instructive Ordnance demonstration, involv- 
ing maximum machine gun fire and bombing upon silhoutte targets, was given by 
the 26th Attack Squadron on Nov. 12th. Results obtained clearly displayed the 
power and effectiveness of an attack offense, and certain conclusions of tac- 
tical and mechanical natures were obtained, Led by lst Lieut. Nathan F, twin- 
ing, the following pilots participated in the demonstration:-— lst Lieut. Leon- 
ard H. Rodieck, 2nd Lieuts. George McCoy, Jr., James L. Majors, John C, “orton, 
John W. Stribling, Jr., William R. Graham, John E, Nuhn and Nelson 3. David. 

Lieuts, S.W. Towle and J.H. Dulligan and families departed for March Field 
and we certainly were reluctant to see them go, The Group flew an "Aloha". 
mission that deeply expressed’ our regret. We hope that their tour of duty at 
their new station is a pleasant one, 

The accidental death of Lieut, Clapper,while horseback riding in the 
mountains near Wheeler Field, was deeply felt by all members of this Group. 
Lieut. Clapper was very popular here. His loss was quite a shock to his 
comrades, 


San Antonio Air Depot, Duncan Field, Texas, Jan.4th: 





Congressman and Mrs. Richard M. Kleberg of Corpus Christi, Texas, ou a 
recent visit to the various Army activities of San Antonio and vicinity, paid 
a visit to this Depot on December 23d. They were accompanied by Brigacier- 


“General C.H. Danforth, Commanding General of the Air Corps Training Center. 


Congressman Kleberg is the new representative from Texas, succeeding the late 
Congressman Harry M. Wurzbach, 

Lieut.-Col. A.G. Fisher, Commanding Officer, Capt. Warner B. Gates and 
Lieut. C.E. Thomas, Jr., of this Depot, flew cross-country to Dallas, Texas 
and return, Dec. 2lst. While there they visited the shops of American Airways, 
Inc., and were highly impressed with the ezficiency and exceedingly up-to-date 


-methods and machinery used therein. 


Capt. William K. Ennis, 36th Div. Aviation, Texas. National Guard, Houston 
and passenger, On @ cross-country — from Houston to Dallas stopp 6 overnight 


‘Dee, 29th-30th. 


The holidays passed very quitely ~~ semen at this Depot, with sun- 
shine and balmy weather, On New Year's Day the Commanding Officer and Mrs, 
Fisher held open house for the officers and ladies of the Post. 


36th Div. Aviation, Texas National Guard, Huston, on, lth: 





The lllth Observation Squadrrn sends Holiday greetings and best wishes 
for continued success for the year of 1932, 

Winter activities are under way again after the slack period caused by 
the aforementioned holidsys. 

All of the officers are now vn of carrying on two-way radio missions, 

' Jo date, those officers who have engaged in puff target work have had con- 
siderable success. Before the end of this type of training, we hope to have 
all officers capable of bracketing a target and then heading for home, LEvery- 
one is very enthusiastic about this type of mission, as its value can easily 
be discarned, 

Photographic work has lagged due to inclement weather, Just as soon as 
the sun decides to shine uninterruptedly for an hour at least, we shell carry 
on with it. 

Various cross-country trips were made during the last month, he major 
trip (to Kilgore, Texas) was made at the request of Col. J. Lewis Thompson to 
celebrate the first anniversary of the discovery of the first oil well in that 
district. Three ships, piloted by Lieuts. Gre7z, Eagle and Thompson, made the 
trip. 

Five ships piloted by Capt. Aldrich, Lieuts. Showalter, Austin, Haldane 
and Eagle scoured the territory around Galveston Bay in a vain search for the 
bodies of two Houston hunters who disappeared while on a hunting trip, 

For the second season the squadron entered a basketball team in the Ser- 
vice League. We had remariable success with the team last year despite the 
fact that it was composed of men who hadn't played the game for a number of 
years, However, we have: only one man from last year's team playing this year, 
but those playing will endeavor to uphold the standards of the SET Ry 
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Fort Sill, Okla., Dec. 26, 1931: 





As the Field Artillery School classes gather headway, the. activifies of 
both the lst Balloon Company aid Flight "E", 16th Observation Squadron, show a 
marked increase in cooperative work, It is gratifying to note the increasing 
interest of the Field Artillery classes in Air Corps tactics and technique, and 
the corresponding interest taken by air pilots and observers in artillery tac- 
tics and firing. 

Two Navy pilots, Lieut. W.M.McDade and C.A.P. Brannon, landed at this 
station with two TG-2 Torpedo planes and mechanics, Aviation Machinist Mates ] 
Grimes and Logan, The following day they departed for Midland, en route to 
Naval Air Station, San Diego, Calif. 

Maj. Davis of Crissy Field with Maj. Sanger, of Ft. Bliss, Texas, passen- 
ger, in an 0-254 serviced here recently while en route to Wright Field, Ohio. 

Maj. H.A. Strauss, recent graduate of the A.C.A.F.S. at Kelly Field, ser- 
viced an 0-25A here, en route io Vright Field, his present station, 

Lieut. L.V. Beau of Lowry Field, Colo,., .orrying a» O-2H from Duncan 
Field, landed at the Lawton Airport instead of paying us the usual visit. He 
was forgiven, however, when it was discovered that he had thrown a prop about 
3 miles South of Lawton and was unable to make the last 4 miles to Post Field. 
A new motor and prop from the San Antonio Depot sent him on to the Mile High 
City 2 week later, Not Lo U2 discouraged, however, Lieut. Beau ferried another 
O-2H through here on Nov, 24th. 

Lieut. Hudson in a C-7A, brought ferry pilots Creech, Kesler and McKinnie 
to this station to return 0-19B's left here by the 88th Observation Squadron 
on their move to Brooks Field. Lieut. Tidwe™? 272.7 an 0-19R, equipped for tow- 
ing targets, from Brooks Field to this station on the same day. All four 
Brooks Field pilots were delayed here several days on account ‘of bad weather. 

On Dec. 4th Capt. Grisham and Lieut. Magden landed two B-JA's at this 
station... They departed the following day for Midland,Texas, en route to March 
Field, their home statioa. 

The following cross-country 7ights were made by personnel of this station 
in the past month: Capt. Frank H. Pritchard with passenger, Lieut. T.B. Whitted 
F.A., to Kansas City, lst Lieut. Wm. L. Ritchie returned a borrowed tow-target 
ship to Brooks Fieid; Lt. D.T.Mitchell flew to Brooks Field and returned Lieut. 
Ritchie to this station; Lieut. Stroh, with passenger, Cavt. R.E. O'Neill, to 
Denver, Colo, 


Advanced Flying School, Yelly Field, Texas, January 11th. 








Congressman Kleberg made an inspection of Kelly Field with General Danforth 
on December 2érd. 

.,, Capt. &.B. McDaniel from the Chief's Office spent_the Christmas holidays 
with his parents in San Antonio and with friends at Kelly Field. 

Lts. Levi Beery, J.G. Parkcy and R.L. Williamson flew here from Dayton in a 
Y-1C and a Ford Transport, bringing winter .-~. =g ecciy-cont for Cadets. 

Major C.L. Tinker, former Asst. Commandant of the A.C.F.S., stopped here 
recently on his way to New Orleans from Mather Field, Calif. Lt. D.V. Gaffney 
piloted Major Tinker from Kelly Field to New Orleans and return. 

Capt. Auby C. Strickland, formerly instructor in the Pursuit Section at 
Kelly Field, was ordered here for duty. 

haplain Edward R. Martin arrived at Kelly Field for duty. 
' On January 7th, Flying Cadet Robert J. Potter made a successful parachute 
Jump from 1,900 feet from a Pl-D plane in which he had been practicing acrobat- 
ics. astempting a rool, the plane got on its back and went into aninverted spin. 
____Lieuts. Max Schneider, A.L. Jewett and 7... C'i made ferry trips to 
Middletown, Pa.; Langley Field, Va., and Dayton, Ohio, respectively. 

Privates lst Cl. William H. Tompkins and Earl L. Wild returned to the 41st 
School Squadron from the Air Corps Technical School. 

Master Sergeant John A. Downey, line chief of the 41st School Squadron for 
about seven years, was transferred to March Field, Calif. He is due for retire- 
ment in about eight moninhs. 

Master Set. Conrad L. O'sriant, who spent the past four years on detached 
service in Havana, Cuba, returned to the 40th School Squadron for duty. 

Private Mayo, 40th School Scuadron, returned to duty from the hospital. 

Pvt. John W. Jacxson, 40th School Sqdn., left on an emergency furlough Jan. 
?th for Herrin, Ill., where he was called due to the illness of one of his family. 

_ Private Wood, 40th School Squadron, returned from Furlough and states he 
enjoyed the change. ; 

Licuts. H L. Boyden and Wm. D. Old were ordered to foreign service, the 
former to Panama and the latter to the Philippines. 
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Football at Lengley Field during the 1931 season was again 
highly success ful, the tee: reoreseuntins the post having been 
outstandin;; amonz the football teams of “the State of Virginia. 
1? AX A rather heavy schedule was played, consisting of eleven 
Fr \ games, eight of which were against teams representing colleges 
fyi ll, in this section. Hight games were won, two were tied, and 
‘afz Y'\ one vas lost. The total score for the season was 197 points 
ty BNE 4 for Langley Field against 56 for the opposing teems. Only 
Nay 7 five touchdowms were scored by Langley's opponents through- 
a Se" ib out the season, while Langley scored a total of 29. 

a et The schedule was pre nrod during the last winter and 
spring, an effort having been mede to secure teams which 
4 would provide fast games. Six teams, including the Quantico 
Ym Marines and the Naval Avprentice School of Nermort 
w News, had been on the 1930 schedule, and these 
oy \s ate Ss \ teams were again included for 1931. Four of them 

“had defeated Langley in 1930, and they were evident- 
ly prepared to repeat their success in 1931. All tried hard but none 
succeeded. 

The first call was made for candidates for the team to report on 
August 20th, and more than 100 men answered the call. The first two 
weeks were spent in conditioning exercises and fundamentals, and with this gruel- 
ing work under a hot Virginia sun, the scuad was reduced in nvmber until about 
50 men remained. The first game vith William & Mary College, champions of the 
Virginia Conference in 1950, was scheduled for September 19th, and there was 
much to be done to prepare the squad for this game. A majority of the members— 
of the 1930 team was on hand and, in addition, some promising material among the 
nevcomers to the post. ‘The 1950 team was almost always out weighed, and an ef- 
fort was made to find heavicr men of the oo football ability to ee weight 
and power to the team. Such »>romising vlaycvs 2s Cornvell, a former Langley 
back; Zoynton, from a Western colle-e; Haug from Fort Sill; and Camper, a former 
Apprentice School fullback, were added to the squad. In addition, Lieut. Frank 
Smith, former Kentucky fullback, and Lieut. Hugh Worthington, a Texas star, both 
Reserve officers on active duty, added a great deal of power and ex»verience to 
the back field. ‘The resu2t vas a smooth working, fast, alert team, that gave 
promise of winning a lot of football games. 

‘The season opened as usual against William and Mary College, which won the 
1930 game 19 to 6, at Williamsburg. ‘They wtill had'the famous "Red Maxey," who 
scored 99 points in 1930, and whose 1931 motto ras "100 moints or bust." During 
the first quarter, William & Mary outplayed Langley and scored a touchdown on a 
blocked punt. The second quarter saw Langley improving, and during the third 
and fourth quarters William & Mary was decidedly outplayed. Langley tied the 
score by blocking a yunt which was scooped up by an alert linesman who scored on 
the play. On twe other occasions Langley was vithin a few yards of scoring, but 
lacked the final yunch to “mt the ball across the line. In the meantime, 
William & Mar.'s offeisive could not get started. "Red" Maxey and William and 
Mary's great fullback, Constantino, were repeatedly tackled behind the line of 
scrimmage for losses. The game ended in a 6 = 6 tie. 

The home season started on September 26th azainst Campbell College, a team 
which Langley defeated in 1930 by 7- 0. ‘This game was a 20 ~ O victory for 
Langley. This game was followed by one with the poverful £11-Coast Guard team, 
President's Cay contenders. The Coast Guard presented a very heavy, powerful, 
alert and well drilled team. Langley was outweighed 15 pounds per man and was 
obliged to play a defensive game throughout. The final score, 13 to O in favor 
of the Coast Guard, is only a fair indication of the hard fought game it was. 
The Coast Guard team later defeated the Quantico Marines 13 ~ 7 to win the 
President's Cup. 

On Sunday, October llth, the Quantico "EvTuLeS broacgnt a heavy, powerful 
team to Langley, determined to defect San gley and justify their designation as 
contenders for the President's Cup. A scoreless tie resulted. 

The following Saturday sav the beginning of a long strong of victories for 
Langley. Gallaudet, which defeated Langley in 1930 by 13 - 7, lost a hard game, 
18-0. Atlantic Universit; ves defeated 39 - 0, and Appalachian State was 
licked in a tight game, 6 - 3, This was one of the best games of the season, the 
Winning score coming on a forward pass late in the fame. Fotomac State was one 


of the few to defeat Langley in 1930 and tried to repeat this year, but without 
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success. angley won 20 - 0 on a game full of fast, tricky football. Guilford 
Colleze was the next victim, losinz 21 - 7, bat they had the distinction of 
crossin; the Langley goal line, being the fist tenm to accomplish this in the 
last six games. The Anprentice School teain vas defeated 41 to 7, indicating 
the sxeed ané drivin; power the Tangley team had developed. ‘The final scheduled 
game vith Hish roint Collese was a fitting climax to a great season, with 
Langley cefeating the college team 25 to 0. 

The team vas coached -;cin by Captain George L. Usher, who has had many 
years of experience as a player and coach and has made an enviable reputation 
for turning out Serpent service teams. He was assisted by Cantain L.T.Miller, 
a former Ohio linesman, vho with lst sik Steve Stanovich, coached the line; 
Lieut. T.R. Lynch, former West Fointer, and Lievt. Frank: P. Smith, a former All- 
Southern Fullback. Particular stress was leid uw von conditioning exercises and 
fundamentals in order that the players should be in the best possible condition 
to play throvzhout a hard schedule. The relatively small number of injuries 
throughout the season testifies to the excellent physical condition of the men. 
The spirit and drive they developed testifies to the excellent coaching they re- 
ceived and to their intevest in tho game. There were few individual stars 
throughout the season, the tcam working so well as a whole that team work rather 
than individual playing was the great characteristic. 

To nane players who did great work durisg the season would be to list most 
of the men on the squad. Reiter and Soult at center were again towers of strength 
on offense and defense. Cargo, who has developed greatly during the 1931 season, 
played in several games and showed great inmorovement over last year. The old 
reliable Fosse and Jeanette as first string guards were always on the job. Fiper 
and Holmes, tackles, always outweighed as they were last year, smashed up many an 

opposing offensive play. Coveleski, another old reliable, and Donn on the ends 
were in everything. ‘These linesmen, with Brewer, Trexoll and Mason to fill in 
at guard; Hainley, Boynton and Keys to relieve the tackles, and White and Moore 
to revlace the ends, formed a line that pound for pound would be hard to equal. 

The backfield had such men as "Doggy" “> r-, the 14C-pound "fightin' fool," 
who was responsible for many a long dash off tackle; Howard, who specialized in 
powerful line plunges and lone well-»laced punts; Lieut. Worthington, who made 
several long runs for touchdows; Owens, another powerful line plunger; Lieut. 
Smith, who was powerful both on offense and defense; Cornvell, a shifty, fast 
broken field runner, ard te veliable Hetrick and Tyrell. Hunt, a former Carlisle 
Barracks player, and Sagion from Fort Was hington, nevcomers to Langley Field, were 
added to the scuad as backs. 

All of these men made a hard playing; hard, clean tackling combination that 
made a record any team should be roud of, An ontstrndins characteristic of the 
Langley team was its clean and svortemanlike conduct on tie field. Visiting 
teams with no exceptions were high in their praise of the clean football played 
by the Langley team, and some stated that the cleanest game of their season was 
that played against Langley Field. ‘This did not interfere with the playing of a 
hard game of football. hay team which owposed Langley Field will testify that 
they were in a hard geme ena opposed to a fighting, hard tackling team. 

Plans are now uncer wey for the 1932. season, and the schedule promises to be 
as hard as that for this year, and perhaps a little harder. Many veterans of the 
1931 team will be available, and with the new material that is being attracted to 
Langley Field on the strength of the football rewtation that has been establish-~ 
ed, prospects for a successful season are very bright. An effort is again being 
. made to have the Langley team designated as a contender for the President's Cup 
in 1952, and if this effort meets with success the Langle:7 team will have an op- 
portunity to win national prominence. 

No resume of the football season would be complete without mention of the 
Langley Field band which performed at each game. This band, trained and drilled 
by Warrent Officer Michael Quinto and dressed in snappy uniforms, put on a drill 
and music that caught the fancy ond interest of the syectators and invariably 
won their applause. 

The Fort Crockett Flyers »leyed their last game of the season December 5th 
against the 23rd Infantry eleven, at League Park in San Antonio. This game vas 
part of the elimination series for the championship of the 8th Corps Area. 

The powerful Infentry-en smothered the Flyers with a 34-0 score. ‘The — 


Fort Crockett team was not as strong as the one in 1929, when they defeated the 
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2drd for the championship of the Corps Area. 

In a series of thrilling and hard-fought games, Kelly Field became the 
local Army League football champions for 1951. 

In the first game, Kelly cGefeated the 23rd Infantry, Corns Area chanrions 
for 1950, to the tune of 14 to 6. Lieut. Harding, coach and quarterback of the 
Kelly Field team, was the mainstay for the Flyers. The brilliant generalship 
and playing of Harding was reminiscent of his football days at the Academy. 

In the second game, Kelly came through with flying colors to win over the 
9th Infantry, 21-10, after trailing 7 - 2 at the half. Lieut. Harding again 
showed his caliber and won the gane with his ~ocsin> to Cundiff and Parton. 
After receiving a 2eS=yard pass from Harding, C.ndiff raced 60 yards for a 
touchdown. Kelly made three touchcorms in the last 12 minutes of play, and 
Harding's passes were resvonsible for each one. 

In the third game the sum osedly weak 2nd Field Artillery Brigade swt up a 
good fight, and Kelly was forced to play hard to win 14-0. Kaufman and 
Mylancza’c carried the brunt of the attack. 

Qn Thanksgiving Day, Randol»h Field bowed in defeat at the hands of Kelly, 
14-0. The line smashing of Mylanczak and Son, and the passing and kicking of 
Parton featured the game. This was the fourth end last game of the series for 
Kelly Field, making them champions for 1931 in the iocal army Football League. 
cy First round basketball games in the Scott Field chanrmpionship league 
“i resulted in a surprising upset when the 24th Airship Service Company 


A 


‘f turned in a clean slate of wins. Last season the 24th team won but a 
) K -—*\ single lee7ne geme and before the season. their chances had been 
Bi ae wt rated as very poor. In the opening games, the 24th cleaned up 
<i on the 15th Squadron, the present champions, and the 9th Air- 
Ly ship Commany took the Staff five by a one-sided score. 
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viay in the second round vas mich improved, but again the 
e4th and 9th teams scored wins ageinst the Staff and 15th, 
respectively. 

The games in the third round were as closely fought as 
could be wished. The 15th and Staff went nip and tuck from 
the first whistle, with never more than a three point dif- 
ference tntil the last two mimtes of play, when the final 
basizet gave the Observation team a win by a 24 to 20 score. 
The "by" same to decide the leadership between the 24th and 
9th Companies was another “ine-donr battle. The first 
quarter ended in a 5 to 5 tie and in the next two quarters 
neither team could get over two points ahead. Starting the 
final quarter a »,oint behind, the 24th sharpshooters dropped 
in two miick baskets to take a three point lead. Twice the 
9th ivlled up to a voint behind, but the Service Company 
was not to be denied and a last minute baslet put the game 
on ice with a 22 to 17 count. 

Play in the series was interrupted by the Christmas 
holidays, but the second end third rounds of play will take 
place in January and ear.y in Yebrvary. 

( Lieut. Cousland, Athletic Officer eat Bolling Field, 

D.C., can well be proud of the showing of the post basket- 

ball team this season. In 20 games played, they have finished with the long end 
of the score tucked under their velts every time, and 20 wins out of 20 games is 
a real record in basketball these days: Moreover, in these 20 games they have 
piled up 740 points against their opponents! 386. Mor have all these games been 
windfalls. Fort Myer, last year's Third Corzs Area champions, fell before the 
attacks of the Bolling Field smad to the tune of 60-32. 

After a hotly contested series, the 23rd Bombardment Squadron defeated the 
4th Observation Scuadron by the score of 42-41, to win the Inter-Scuadron Basket- 
ball championship at Ize Field, Hevaii. 

a O00-—— 

Scott Field received its annual insoection, December 12th to 15th, from Lt.- 
Col. Charles A. Thuis and Major Ernest J. Carr, Inspector General's Department. 
While the official report of the Inspector will not be received for some time, it 
is believed that, in general, the conditions at the field will receive little 
adverse criticism. 
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WSPECTION DIVISION NOTES 





SUGGESTIONS FOR TH IMPROVEMENT OF 
AIRCRAFT MAINTENANCE AND TROHNI CAL RECORDS, REFORTS AND FILES. 


The last vages of the Air Coros Nevs Letter are now being utilized by the 
Chief of the Air Corps to bring to the attention of all Air Corps activities and 
personnel various suggestions for the improvement of aircraft maintenance and 
more accurate preperation and miintenance of technical records, reports and 
files. fJhis is done-to permit iutcrested activities and personnel to detach 
these pages and maintain them in a separatc. -oluex for their orm information, 
reference and adplication, where desired. 

This is the fourth article wutlished to date. Comments and recomnendations 
of all interested personnel are desired. Suggestions for their improvement and 
complete information on sttisn anc organization methods or systems employed to 
faci1itate operations and engineering work are especially desired. Corres onds-:. 
ence resorting the above information should be addressed to: Chief of the Air 
Corps, Attention, Chief Ins»ection Division, Washington, D.C. 

AIRCRATT MATNTENANCH DEFTCITNCT SS 

Recent technical inspections of Air Corps activities, conducted by represen- 
tatives of the Chief of the Air Corps, indiceted the following as the most com- 
mon aircraft maintenance deficiencies and that the exist at practically all 
stations: 

Aircreft batteries s >oorly maintained and the cell soutiai taken during the 
inspection seldom sere conidia: with that shown on the form 41. 

Compasses not compensated during a 28-day period and this:fact not shown by 
a red dash on form 41. In some cases mechanics had initialed the form 41 to in- 
dicate coupass comoen*ation without actuall; doing the work. Compasses seldom 
contained the »roper amount of liquid. 

Oleo cylinders, both tail wheel and landing gear, were in need of oil. 

Hose connections, fuel, oil and water, loose and many defective. 

Leaks in gasoline »rossure release valves, wobble ;nuips and priners. 

Safety belts installed the reverse of that prescribed by TO 01-1-54. 

Higine hold down and exhaust stack bolts loose. 

Fuel strainers dirty, particularly cariuretor strainers. 

Sparix plug nipples rotten and in some cases here gap is less than 3/4", 
not installed. 

In practically all cases the discrepe “=. 5 iné sire :aft maintenance found to 
exist during technical inspections were not recorded on iorms 41 with the result 
that these forms did not indicate the true condition of the aircraft. Defects 
noted by pilots on.forms 1 were not always transcribed to forms 41. In some 
cases where these defects were correctly transcribed to form 41, no corrective 
action was shown. A s ec‘ ?ic example is; Filot reports on form1, "missing on 
left switch." This remark is properly transcribed to form 41 in colum 10, but 
no red diagonal is entered in column £9 to show the defect reported, nor is any 
remark entered in column 115 to otherwise explain such defect and its correction. 

In all cases where pilots report defects co: fovms 1, such defects should be 
accurately transcribed to forms 41 and necessary correction thereof show. 

MAINTENANCE OF PERMANENT FILE OF STRIP MAPS 

Air Corps activities are nov utilizing various methods for the purpose of 
maintaining the permanent file of strip maps of the latest revision consisting 
of one copy each of Air Corns, Denartment of Commerce and Hydrographic Office 
strip maps as required by Air Coros Circular 90-2. Many such files are being 
maintainec in file cabinets which necessitates the folding of the maps and 
increases the work incident to the entry of necessary changes. 

Lue following system, in use at Bolling Field for some time, has proven 
satisfactory: 

All strip maps cf each classification are mounted in numerical order on an 
aluminum sheet the width and length of the largest strip map. Maps are fastened 
by a clip to one end of this xictal cheet and this sheet hung on the wall of the 
Operations Office to conserve svyace. When changes to maps of any particular 
Class are required, the metal sheet, to which is attached the particular class of 
maps affected by the chanzes, is removed from the wall and laid on a flat sur- 
face or desk where the maps can be turned as the vages of a’ book. 

Due to the simplicity of the above method, the limited wall space required 
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and the ease with which corrections may be entered on a strip man, the above 
system is recommended for all Air Cors activities. 
 THOROLOGI CAL DATA 

Recent inspections of Air Corps activities revealed that in many instances 
meteorolorical data available.in the Coserations Office is entirely inadequate, 
insufficient and stale. ‘“iith the system of broadcasting weather conditions now 
in operation by the Department of Coumerce, svca corcition should not exist. The 
Department oi Commerce stations broadcast on a frequency between 257 ana 350 
kilocycles on an average of three times during each hour. Stations are very 
nuinerous and so located that one or more is within range of each Air Corps sta~ 
tion in the United States. All Air Corps stations have radio equipment which 
will receive these broadcasts readily, as any set which works on a frequency of 
between 207 and 350 kilocycles may be used for this purvose. 

This office is making every effort to cooperate with the Devartment of Com- 
merce in order to furnish all data in connection with aids to navigation. In 
this connection see Devartment of Commerce Airway Tulletin No. 1, dated Sentem- 
ber 1, 1951, as amended by Air Commerce Bulletins issued semi-monthly, which 
particularly cover broedcasting by voice.. 

All that is necessary on the vart of station comaanders in order to utilize 
this service fully is to desiznate radio overators to copy the data at the time 
desired and »ost it where it will be available for the information of »vilots. 

---000--— 


The following Technical Letters have been distributed by the Materiel Divi- 
sion, Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, since the lest issue of the Air Corps News 
Letter on December 23, 1921; 








Date and No. Subject Distribution 
11/17/51 Reinforcement of Aileron Spar - Boeing Bolling, Chanute ,France 
TLeo1-270 P-12B, P-12C, Fel2D and P-1ZE airplanes. iuke,March,Mather, Maxwell, 


Selfridge, Wright,all Dents. 
(This Technical Letter replaces Technical Letter Serial No. 31-270, 
dated October 15, 1931, end accompanying drawing. ) 


12/25/31 Surge chamber for Danmyening Ovt Oil General 
731.287 Pressure Fluctuations on all types of 


Vy. 1150 and V-15790 engines. 
(This Technical Letter replaces TL ¢1-c87, d ted ov. al, 1931). 


12/51/31 Instructions for Overation and Identi- General 
TI-51-500 fication of Prestone Cooled Engines. 
12/14/31 General Information on the Maintengnce hamuite, Crissy, Mitchel, 
TireS1-301 and Qveration cf Douglas 0-25C Airplanes Wrisht and all Depots 
except foreign. 

12/14/31 Replacement of Magneto Drive Shaft Scvew All Devots. 
TL-31-303 Part No. 1175, made of Dural with a screw 

made from Steel in Pratt & Whitney Engin 
12/28/31 Leakage of Vellumoid Gasket Under Capof General 
TI 31-3506 Relief and Bypass Valve Assembly No. 

0153547. : 
12/17/31 Change on Fokker LS sp and YLC-15 air- Chanute, Cris sy, Maxwell, 
TI-51=507 planes to correct Wing Heavy Conaition. Kelly, March, Mather, Wrisg cht, 

Selfridge ,FAD, MAD,RAD, SAAt 

12/17/31 Replacement of Lever,Front Rudder Pedal Chanute ,Wright,Hawaiian 
TI-51-3508 Pull, and the Installation of Fedal Stops, AD, RAD, MAD, FAD, SAAD. 


Curtiss A-3, O-1B, O1~E, 0-11, O-15C and 
0-26 Airplanes. 


12/21/81 Modification of Grip, Paracw*> “in General 
cord, Part No. 0158987. 
12/21/31 Packing Parachutes General 
TI-31L-3510 
12/21/31 Insvection of Cabin Heaters (All Air- Bolling, Brooks, Chanute, 
Tie 31-311 planes so Ecuipped). Crissy, Ft.Crockett,France, 


rested tanzley, March, Mather, 
Maxwell, Mitchel, Randolph, 

Scott, Selfrides’ Wright, 

Panama, AD, MAD, RAD, FAD, SAAD 


12/23/31 Change in Method of rhage Brace Bolling, Chanute, Langley, 
TI-31-312 Cables to Fin - Ford (4A and GO J r- Tt. Crockett, France, March, 
planes. Randolph, Selfridge, Wright, 
TAD FAD, SAAD, RAD and Panany 
. A.D. 
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Date and 
Number. 
12/23/31 
TL-51-313 


12/23/31 
T-31-314 


12/28/31 
TI-31-016 


1/5/32 
Tl-32=1 
1/5/32 


1/4/32 


Subject 
Reinforcement of Radiator, Douglas 0-254 and 
Q-255 Airplanes. 


Installation of Spacers Elevator Hinge At- 
tachment on Stabilizer Pear Snar of Thomas 
Morse C-193, O-.°C,C-19) ond O-19E airplanes 


Removal of Fairing Tail Wheel, Fo ker C-7A, 
Y1C0~14 and Y1C-15 Airplanes. 


Fratt and Whitney and Wright knzine Air- 
Cooled Cylinde:s. 
Removing Push Rods on SR-1340-F Mngines,Air 
Corps Nos. 42-45 to 32-69 Inclusive. : 
Change in Position of Type Ae2 Bomb Release 
Handie, Dwg. No. 0154-395, on Models 0-15, 
O-1G, O-13C,0—26 anc 0-39 Airolanes. 
—--000---~ 


Distribution 
ii .Benning, Chamte,Ft. 
Leavenworth, Chicago, 
Langley , Marshall, Maxwell, 
Wright, MAD, FAD, RAD, SAAD 
Brooks, Chanute,France, | 
Hatbox, Hensley, Kelly, luk 
Langley, Pove, Post, Scott, | 
Selfridge,Wright, ell 
Denots. 
Brooks , Chanute, Selfridge 
Crissy Kelly, March, Matheg 
Masivwe..1, Mitchel ,Randolph 
Wright ,MAD, FAD, RAD, SAAD. 
General 





Mareh and Wrizht,RAD, FAD 


General 


The following Air Corps Cieculars and Air Corps Circular Letters have been 
published and distributed by the Office of the Chief of the Air Corps since the 


last issue 


Number 
Cir. 
Cir. 3b=3 


Stencil Wo. 


15-358- 


of the Air Corps News Letter on December <8, 


AIR CORPS CIRCULARS 
Subject 

Air Corps Forms Nos. 49, 50, : 

Ferry Pilots 


RB. A tag 
LETTERS 


AIR CORPS CIRCULAR 


Subject 





W-2025,A.C. 


W-2029,A.C. 


W-2030,A.C. 
W-2027,A.C. 
W-2032,A.C. 


Circular 40-3,0CAC, dated Nov. 30, 1931 


Shiriment of Baggage of Enlicted Men Ordered to 


~ A R 3 


931: 


Date 
12-31=31 
1-5+32 


Date 
12-28-51 


1-432 


the Air Corps Technical School, Chamte Ficld, 


Rantoul, Ill. 

Operation of Airjlanes 
Ferrying of Aircraft 

Gasoline Storage and Servicing 


1~6-32 
1-7-32 
1-1. 3-32 
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